
  

 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 

On a personal and hap-

pier note, I can report 

that the refitting of my 

Cape Dory 36 is progress-

ing steadily with fridge 

rebuild, interior teak 

floors replaced, new sa-

loon cushions, new gas 

bottle installation, re-

placed window port 

seals….all completed. 

There is still a long, long 

way to go, but every day 

sees a little bit more done.  

 

A huge amount of teak, 

and years of neglected 

teak, needs to be stripped 

and refinished, the whole 

boat re-painted, etc., etc…

all good fun. I am hoping 

to have the boat in such a 

suitable and presentable 

condition that I can take a 

break during the Christ-

mas holidays and sail it 

down to St. Augustine for 

a week or so. That’s the 

plan anyway, and I feel 

it’s good to set goals and 

work towards them (some 

work, others don’t)!!  

 

At the risk of becoming 

too self-promoting…I can 

announce that I have 

reached a huge milestone 

w i t h  m e m b e r s h i p 

(50,000+) of my Facebook 

group Sailing and Cruis-

ing. It started back in 

2014 as a means to com-

November 2020 Issue 

MEETINGS:  After the 
Pandemic is over: 

Every second Monday 
of the month at Carey 

Hilliard’s,  
3316 Skidaway Rd.  

Order dinner at 6:00; 
meeting at 7:00. 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB’S 

UPCOMING CRUISES  

& PARTIES 
 

Saturday, November 14  - 
Change of Watch 12:00-5:00, Long 

Point Pavilion 

WEBSITE: 

www.geecheesailingclub.org 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com 

FACEBOOK: 

Geechee Sailing Club 

Hello Everyone, Welcome 

to the November 2020 

edition of the Rhumb 

Line. It is very hard to 

believe that we are almost 

at the end of another 

year; although, for most 

people it can’t come too 

quickly.  It has been a 

year that has brought un-

happiness and much mis-

ery to countless millions 

around the world.  

 

Here at the Geechee Sail-

ing Club, the Board and I 

started out in January 

2020 with big plans and 

unlimited ideas to re-

energize and restore the 

club’s success - also to 

bring back the super 

happy days of its forma-

tive years. Little did any 

of us know what was 

about to happen:  monthly 

meetings cancelled, social 

and cruising activities 

severely restricted due to 

social distancing, and the 

general interaction we 

enjoy between members 

postponed.  

 

I’m sure you’ll join me in 

my sincerest hope that we 

can move on from this 

turmoil and continue to 

make the club bigger and 

better than ever before in 

2021.  

 

COMMODORE, Stuart Gough 

municate and discuss 

sailing issues with a few 

friends.  It has taken off 

and created a life of its 

own. Never in my wildest 

dreams did I expect it to 

reach out to so many peo-

ple in literally almost 

every country in the 

world. Ideas, dreams, 

experiences, questions, 

and discussions are 

posted each day from 

sailors around the globe.  

 

Finally, I would like to 

take a second to mention 

the passing of a former 

GSC member and good 

friend of mine, Larry 

Dawkins. For years, 

Larry and his wife Mary 

Ellen kept their Hunter 

29 at Lem Highsmith’s 

dock (which is where we 

met) and, together with 

Steve Stephens, we 

would all go to lunch at 

Carey Hilliard’s on Sat-

urdays. A good, kind 

man. Happy memories.  

RIP, Larry. 

 

Cape Dory 36 Before 

and After 
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VICE COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

CRUISE CHAIR, Judy Grissette 

The Moonlight Cruise to the Herb 

River was really fun.  We had just a 

few boats, but Mark Willman’s 

“Cracken Dark Spiced Rum” mixed 

with Sprite/Ginger Ale was a big 

hit, causing us to think the moon 

was as big as you see in the photo 

taken a few years back. 

 

I am sorry our Geechee Sailing 

Club Christmas Parade in Thun-

derbolt could not take place this 

year.  When it happens next year, I 

would like to get back to the old 

way of doing the parade.  Each Cap-

tain and their guests had food and 

drinks on their boats, and then 

went up to the marina pavilion for 

the awards.  Afterwards, most went 

back to party among the beautiful 

lighted boats for the rest of the eve-

ning. 

It is not a Thunderbolt-sponsored 

event.  We always entertained the 

neighborhood and the many condos 

with their guests on their balconies.  

They knew for 35 years that they 

were going to see us.  By going up on 

the hill for the Town Chili, etc., it 

broke up the camaraderie of our 

guests. 

 

We really appreciate the Mayor and 

Counsel of Thunderbolt for their 

great efforts these last several years, 

but we want to get back to doing it as 

we did before.  And thanks to Thun-

derbolt Marine for giving us a break 

on the dock fee.  We want to continue 

to entertain the Thunderbolt resi-

dents next year. 

 

 

Bluffton Cruise: 

The amazing Mike the Engineer and 

I took off for a great cruise to the 

Bluffton Arts & Seafood Festival 

which was downgraded to local art-

ists, paddleboards, and politicians.  

Their website said it was cancelled, 

but we found at least a few of their 

patrons who braved the pandemic. 

I chatted with everyone and found it 

delightful. When speaking with the 

politicians, I wished that I had been 

wearing my “Make Geechee Great 

Again” hat. (It is known as the 

MGGA hat.) 

 We met up with the Spragues who 

sailed up, and my sailing friends Ed 

and Lily Owens who drove up.  

The sailing from Savannah on Satur-

day was not the best, beating into 

the wind, so we had to use the motor. 

This is hard to admit from a sailing 

purist. Going into the May River at 

high tide is well advised.  

The weather was great the whole 

weekend. When we sailed home on 

Sunday, the wind was more favor-

able. 

FROM Dave Zobel’s Bent Book of Boat Speak: 

 Taking apart the phrase: 

“LOOK OUT!  There’s a storm a-comin’ our way!” 

 

 

“Look” = This exhortation is virtually meaningless.  

People are guaranteed to look automatically the mo-

ment they hear a raised voice. 

 

“out!” = The only direction anyone can look. 

 

“There’s a” = Conveys no meaning other than, “I see 

something you don’t see,” which presumably was the 

reason for the utterance in the first place, but as to 

what the something is, we have no clue as yet. 

“storm” = All the essential information is contained 

in this word; how unfortunate to find it so well bur-

ied. 

 

“a-comin’” = Obvious; nobody cares about things 

that are “a-goin’,”  Hokey, too. 

 

“our way!” = The only way something could be a-

comin’. 

 

Thus...our analysis shows that a more authentic 

way to convey this entire observation is with the 

following complete paragraph, casually drawled: 

 

“STORM!” 
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beginning of the St. John’s River, we 

headed down the St. John’s in the fog (it 

flows up) to The Marina at Ortega 

Landing.  The weather had been chilly 

and overcast since we left, but immedi-

ately turned to sunshine as we crossed 

into Florida at Fernandina.  Definitely 

the “Sunshine State.” 

 

Ortega is such a great place to go with 

everything you need nearby.  That night 

we went for a great dinner at Long-

horn’s and decompressed. 

 

After a couple of days of some more 

overcast skies, it finally got sunny and 

HOT.  We were so glad to be able to use 

the beautiful pool there, that we didn’t 

complain.   

 

Besides eating on the boat, we discov-

ered other great places, one of which is 

Crystal River Seafood.  We took an 

Uber there.  Although there isn’t a 

“view” (who needs one when we’re on 

boats!), the seafood was excellent - and 

plentiful! 

 

We also ran into Tom and Carol Haak 

who used to belong the club, and grilled 

hamburgers with them at the club-

house.   

 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

Noon the next day.  Yes!  I got my 

pizza fix at Fox’s!   

 

After staying at Brunswick Land-

ing Marina for 2 nights, we headed 

toward JAX.  As you know, that 

includes crossing the St. Andrew’s 

Sound!  If you have time to wait for 

good weather, that’s what you do!  

However, we had only certain days 

they had slips for us in Ortega, 

where we were headed, so we had 

to go ahead and cross. 

 

I wish Richard Olson were writing 

this part.  He would make it so 

much more dramatic.  The bottom 

line is:  I WILL NEVER DO THAT 

AGAIN!  We were tossed back and 

forth, up and down, like a bath toy.  

I had stowed things just in case, 

but cabinet doors were opening 

and things were spilling out.  

Dishes and glasses were crashing.  

I even lost one of my new Geechee 

mugs!  Our dog, Mindy, was fran-

tic, and climbed behind the pillows 

on the bed.  And, guess what?  

Mindy DOES get seasick!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once we got over the crossing, 

Tommy checked the engine room to 

find that the wrenches from his 

boxed set were all over the bilge. 

Tim & Judy’s sliding glass door 

even fell off!  It was a miracle that 

it didn’t break  into a million 

pieces! 

 

After tying up at Sister’s Creek 

that night (for free), which is at the 

On Tuesday, October 3, the Fear-

some Foursome (Tim & Judy and 

Tommy & I) set out for our bi-

annual trek south.  Actually Tim & 

Judy left Friday to anchor in the 

Herb River with Larry & Mary Ellen 

and Mark & Becky, but Judy tells 

you about that in her article. 

 

We make these trips twice a year 

(May and October) and usually stay 

for 3 weeks.  We cut it a little short 

this time in order to get back for the 

Bluffton Art & Seafood Festival 

(that ended up being cancelled 

later), so we actually only went two 

places:  Brunswick Landing Marina 

and The Marina at Ortega Landing 

in Jacksonville. 

 

If you follow me on Facebook, you 

know a lot of this - pictures and all -  

but here’s a recap: 

 

To start with, four days before we 

left, a tornado went through our 

neighborhood and almost ripped off 

our bimini, damaging the zipper.  

Tommy fixed it temporarily so we 

could be on our way. 

 

Then, helping Tim 

get his boat ready, 

Tommy had a “gut 

wrenching” experi-

ence. Lying on his 

stomach working in 

the bilge, Tommy 

“found” a wrench. 

 

We finally left on the 3rd, anchoring 

in the creek at Crescent, GA, and 

then heading into Brunswick around 
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RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit 

LLS & McINTOSH 

REGATTAS UPDATE 

 

Thankfully, the gloomy weather fore-

casts didn’t keep the hardy sailors 

away.  Nine boats registered for the 

weekend regattas held on October 10th 

& 11th. 

 

Several Geechee members participated, 

including Dawson Long and David Bre-

land, plus the women’s racing team. 

 

As you may know, the Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society Regatta is mainly a 

fundraiser, and I want to thank 

those who donated. 

 

My boat, Gone with the Wind, came 

in Second Place for fundraising AND 

the two-day race in the Spinnaker 

Division. 

 

https;//www.leukemiacup.org/eve

nts/savannah-leukemia-cup-

regatta 

 

https://www.regattanetwork.com

/event/21203#_newsroom+results 

 

As you can see, Dawson’s team 

came in third for his division!  Way 

to go, Dawson! 

 

 

UPCOMING REGATTAS 

 

As soon as the schedule for the 

Frostbite Series is released, I will 

post it on our website: 

 

https://www.geecheesailingclub

.org/racing 

 

 

  (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the highlights of the trip was 

meeting two of Judy’s eight siblings - 

Dan and David.  We had actually met 

David before, but enjoyed getting to 

know Dan.  Yes, their personalities are 

different, but I understand that all 

eight “look alike”...from the same 

cookie cutter. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We left Ortega and anchored in 

Brickyard Creek before heading 

into Brunswick the next day.  We 

stayed two more nights (back to 

Fox’s!), and headed out to anchor 

in Cattle Pin, and then headed 

home.  Crossing the St. Andrew’s 

wasn’t as bad this time, but the 

two days getting home, and the 

night anchorage, were in windy 

and choppy NNE winds with a lot 

of salt spray.   

 

By the way, while we were in Or-

tega, it gave “the boys” time to 

work on their boats.  I won’t even 

go into that!  I will say, however, 

that Amazon can find us any-

where! 
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SOCIAL CHAIR, Elke Quinn 

We are coming into the homestretch 

for 2020 and we have dealt with a 

lot of difficult and unusual things 

this year.  I know many will be look-

ing toward the future, wanting 2021 

to be much more positive.   

 

We have to be thankful, however, 

for some of the best parts of 2020 

and take them into 2021. One thing 

that is a positive is our membership 

in the Geechee Sailing Club.  Even 

though we could not have our regu-

lar monthly meetings, with many 

wonderful cruises and a lot of so-

cials, we have hung in there, signed 

up 19 new members, and kept in 

touch and planned things with pre-

cautions in mind so everyone could 

feel safe during the pandemic. 

 

Looking toward 2021, Linda Howard 

will be sending all of you a member-

ship renewal form to complete. While 

preparing to complete the form, we all 

need to remember the wonderful bene-

fits of membership in the Geechee 

Sailing Club. 

 

Membership provides great opportuni-

ties for your family to socialize, 

strengthen, and make new friends 

while sharing your love of boats with 

others. Friendships come naturally to 

the Geechees as we work together and 

participate in various activities. 

 

There are many socials throughout 

the year, usually designed around a 

theme. You have an opportunity to do 

some great racing either with your 

sailboat or as crew on someone else’s 

boat. We also have several cruises 

up and down our coast to wonderful 

places that involve cocktail parties, 

brunches, and maybe beaching, bicy-

cling, dinghy rides, and exploring. 

 

Please fill out your membership re-

newal form (both husband and wife) 

in a timely fashion and look forward 

to 2021 as being a great year!  

 

*For next month I would love it if 

you would send me a favorite mem-

ory you have from a Geechee activ-

ity.  I would like to share them in 

my article for the December Rhumb 

Line. Send them to lindamey-

er47@yahoo.com 

20 in 2020! 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 

The Club's next event will be the 

Change of Watch on Satur-

day, November 14, starting at 1:00 

PM.  We will gather at the pavilion 

in Long Point Subdivision for a ca-

tered lunch followed by the Change 

of Officers ceremony and a surprise 

entertainment provided by our 

Commodore.   

 

The cost is $20.00 per person which 

should be paid to me no later 

than November 9. 

 

The last social for the year is the 

traditional Christmas Holi-

day Gift Exchange.  The date 

for this is Saturday, December 12, 

to be held at the Marsh Harbor 

Clubhouse starting at 5:00 PM.  We 

will do Pot Luck, so I will be asking 

for RSVP’s to include an item to 

bring and share.  The club will pro-

vide beverages.  There is no cost to 

the members.  Gifts should be 

around $10.00. 

Pictures from last year: 
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SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

“I think that’s a manatee!”  Our eyes 

were fixed on an area of water, wait-

ing for the unknown sea creature to 

break the surface again.  We were 

near the dock at Priest’s Landing in 

late October this year, out for a day 

of fishing.   

 

Lines in the water, a strange sight 

was soon spotted about 100 yards 

away.  At first we thought it might 

be a dolphin rolling in the water, but 

the animal’s movements were not 

familiar.  A sea turtle or a whale also 

crossed my mind, but were quickly 

dismissed.   

 

We continued to watch, mesmerized, 

and eventually a square head and 

round tail were observed.  In decades 

of boating around Savannah, this 

was the first manatee we have ever 

seen here.  We always enjoy wildlife 

watching while 

out on the wa-

ter, but this 

gentle giant 

provided an ex-

ceptionally rare 

treat! 

My brother and I had just finished our 

SCUBA dive on the Benwood wreck off 

of Key Largo.  We swam back over to 

our boat anchored in a sandy area sur-

rounded by coral.  As we were making 

our safety stop, a spotted eagle ray with 

about a 7-foot wingspan appeared out of 

the murk and slowly circled us. 

 

Wrapped completely around one of its 

wings was a length of rope which 

trailed off about 20 feet behind it, still 

attached to a lobster trap float.  The 

rope had cut deeply into the leading and 

trailing edges of its wing.   

 

The ray continued to circle around us 

about 15 feet away.  I unsheathed my 

dive knife and swam over to it and, not 

wanting to get too close, gently took 

hold of the rope about five feet back 

from its barbed tail as I kept up with its 

MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

OUR mugs are in - and they are fantastic! 
 

They are Microwavable and dishwasher safe - 

with a handle that you can grasp with your whole 

hand.  Our logo is on one side and part of our 

local navigation chart is on the other. 

 

I will have these at the Change of Watch.  They 

are $12/each.  Text me at 658-7398 or email 

me at howardhome@comcast.net and let me know 

how many to hold for you. 

rope to free the ray.  The rope came 

loose and I went back to my brother.   

 

Now free, the ray did another slow 

circle around us, then gently banked 

up and away and left us to complete 

our safety stop.  It was an amazing 

experience. 

 

 

 

WE’RE FINALLY MUGGED! 

swim pace.  I cut about 10 feet of 

rope off which also held the float. 

   

Thinking that might be enough 

relief for the ray, and wanting to 

stay clear of that tail, I swam 

back over to my brother.  The ray 

continued to circle us.  Cautiously 

I swam back over to it and, while 

swimming slightly above it, the 

ray and I both slowly circled my 

brother.   

 

Keeping one eye on its tail, I 

reached down and slipped my 

hand between the remaining rope 

and its encircled wing.  Its flesh 

was very soft yet powerfully mus-

cular.  Again, using my dive 

knife, I cut the rope and dropped 

back to the end of the line and, as 

gently as I could, I tugged on the 
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Mercury outboard, motor, 2.5 hp, 4 stroke - $300     Rich Moore (mooregames1@comcast.net) 

Nissan outboard motor, 5 hp, 4 stroke - $300       

 

Northill Storm Anchor, foldable and stainless steel. $250.  Call Tommy Howard,  

658-4281 

 

Looking for Code Zero in good condition for 40’ boat (contact Rich Moore 

at mooregames1@comcast.net) 

 

2020 OFFICERS 

FOR SALE 

Commodore ························· Stuart Gough  

Vice Commodore ················· Dawson Long  

Past Commodore ················· Kevin Quinn 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ························· Elke Quinn  

Cruise Chair ························· Judy Grissette  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last 

name of one of our members: 

Y O N B E D  

R H T N I N E  __ __ __ __ __ __ __   

E N T D E T 

L P E T Y N 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398) 

Answers to last month’s Scramble: H E R N A N D E Z  

BANANA 

DEARLY 

ZEBRA 

HEARTY 


