
  

 

about it - in many ways 

quite similar to its owner. 

 

This individual flag has 

long been retired and has 

seen newer ones come and 

go over the years.  But the 

story of this particular 

one always comes to my 

mind.  If for no reason 

other than it was my first 

one and the one that had 

the greatest sense of ad-

venture surrounding it, it 

is the one that accompa-

nied me into what was 

then the unknown. 

 

The life of this little flag 

and its story begins way 

back in 2001 when four 

guys from Savannah 

(three of them Geechee 

Sailing Club members) 

set off on an epic journey 

that would involve sailing 

across the mighty Atlan-

tic Ocean to Europe.   

 

How this happened and 

why can be seen in this 

story printed in May 2001 

in the Savannah Morning 

News when we all shared 

our 15 minutes of fame.  

It is a story of the four 

guys, a well-found boat, 

and a stout little Geechee 

burgee that still exists 

and occasionally escapes 

from the locker and gets 

to flutter proudly once 
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RHUMB LINE 

MEETINGS:  After the 
Pandemic is over: 

Every second Monday 
of the month at Carey 

Hilliard’s,  
3316 Skidaway Rd.  

Order dinner at 6:00; 
meeting at 7:00. 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB’S 

UPCOMING CRUISES  

& PARTIES 
 

July 3-5 - Trip to Harbour Town 
 

August 15 - Bingo/Potluck 
Marsh Harbor Clubhouse 

 
September 5-7 - Labor Day Cruise 

Harbour Town 
 

October 24-25 - Cruise to 
Bluffton’s Art & Seafood Festival 

 
November 13  - Change of Watch 

Savannah Yacht Club 
 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.geecheesailingclub.org 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com 

FACEBOOK: 

Geechee Sailing Club 

THE LIFE OF 

A GSC BURGEE 

 

A couple of weeks ago, 

just before leaving the 

dock on my way to the 

GSC Wassaw Creek ren-

dezvous, I was in the 

process of raising my an-

cient Geechee Sailing 

Club burgee on Tintagel, 

the Aloha 32, when I sud-

denly realized just how 

far that tiny little flag 

had traveled in its life-

time. 

 

Of course, I don’t know 

the exact number of miles 

I sailed with this particu-

lar burgee fluttering at 

the spreaders, but I do 

know that it is way over 

10,000 and it has visited 

16 different countries 

along the way since leav-

ing Savannah so many 

years ago. 

 

It has flown in gentle 

breezes and full-strength 

gales, been involved in a 

knockdown in the Atlan-

tic, hung limp during 

calms in the middle of the 

ocean, endured blistering 

heat in the tropics, sur-

vived the wet and cold of 

Northern Europe, and yet 

it still flies proudly 

aloft...although these days 

with a slightly aging look 

COMMODORE, Stuart Gough 

more - as it did all those 

years ago. 

 

Read their story from the 

Savannah Morning News: 

 

FROM LUNCH TO 

LAUNCH 

By  Marcus Holland, 

Closeup Writer 

May 19, 2001 

 

These four friends had 

talked about sailing 

across the Atlantic Ocean 

together and, before they 

knew it, the talk turned to 

action.  They are now 

competing in the Atlantic 

Rally Europe aboard their 

Gozzard 44 sailboat 

“Misty Lady.” 

 

The Misty Lady will be 

four Savannahians’ home-

away-from-home until 

mid-June as they pursue a 

dream of a lifetime sailing 

across the Atlantic Ocean.   

 

The ocean voyage will 

carry the three “old salts” 

and a “rookie” from St.  

Augustine, FL, to Ber-

muda, to the Azores, to 

Plymouth, England - a 

journey of more than 

3,000 miles. 

 

Misty Lady owner D. Stu-

art Gough, an English-

man, said, “After she ar-

rives in Plymouth, the Misty 

Lady will then be sailed up to 

London and moored in St. 

Catherine’s dock under the fa-

mous Tower Bridge next door to 

the Tower of London, until the 

following Spring.” 

 

Joining Gough, owner of Inte-

rior Solutions in Savannah, 

will be Charles Corbell, Chief 

Controller of Air Traffic at 
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Hunter Airfield; Lem Highsmith, 

owner of Savannah Steel Scaffold; 

and Tommy Howard, owner of Has-

sell Realty Co. (who is the rookie of 

the group). 

 

The foursome will be competing in 

the ARC Europe, a rally/race in 

competition with approximately 35 

other boats and crews. 

 

The idea of the four making the trip 

began over the table at “Tubby’s” in 

Thunderbolt.  “We’re friends,” How-

ard said.  “We discussed it over lunch 

on more than one occasion.  Finally, 

we decided, heck, why not?  So here 

we are...about to set off.” 

 

They were indeed almost ready to 

sail as they busily engaged in last-

minute preparations at  the 

Highsmith dock on the Vernon River 

on the 4th of May. 

 

The plan was for Highsmith, Corbell, 

and Howard to sail the 44-footer to 

St. Augustine, FL, and wait for the 

arrival of Gough who remained in 

Savannah for a couple of extra days 

recovering from nose surgery.  Gough 

was, however, there at the 

Highsmith’s dock overseeing vital 

last-minute preparations. 

 

Gough and his crew will sail from 

Florida on May 10th on the first leg 

to Bermuda, a passage of around 900 

miles. 

 

“It has been my dream since I was a 

small boy growing up in England to 

sail across the Atlantic.  However, I 

never thought it would be from West 

to East.  I always imagined it would 

be the other way around.”  Gough 

expects the longest and second of the 

three legs (Bermuda to the Azores - 

1,820 miles) to take about 14 or 15 

days.  After a couple of weeks explor-

ing the various islands of the Azores, 

Misty Lady will set off again on the 

final 1,200-mile leg to Plymouth, a 

trip of about 10 days. 

 

Misty Lady is a green- and cream-

colored yacht with a 59-foot mast  It 

also has an 82 hp diesel engine if it’s 

needed.  However, the engine cannot 

be used during the race.  The boat 

must be propelled by the wind alone 

on its 3,000-mile trip. 

 

The Misty Lady will carry enough 

supplies for approximately 40 days, 

Gough said.  Her galley is stocked 

with canned goods and staples.  

Steaks, pork chops, and other fresh 

meats are packed in the ship’s freezer 

and coolers. 

 

Highsmith and Howard will share 

the cooking duties as they sail across 

what they hope will be a calm Atlan-

tic.  “We’ll troll off the back of the 

boat for fresh fish,” Howard said.  

“We’ve got grilling facilities on board.  

We’ll throw a few steaks on the grill 

every so often and, hopefully, catch a 

few fish from time to time.” 

The air-conditioned Misty Lady has 

all the comforts of home, although a 

little cramped for space.  It has a 

wind generator and 120w solar pan-

els to create electricity, a water maker 

that makes 9 gallons of fresh water 

per hour from sea water,   and a hy-

draulic autopilot plus mechanical 

servo pendulum self-steering system.  

The galley has a propane stove and 

oven, plus a microwave for quick 

meals.  The boat has a 110v washer/

drier on board, and in the “living 

quarters” they have a TV, VCR, and 

disc/cassette player with plenty of 

movies to watch along the way.  The 

joke is that someone (not a crew mem-

ber) has stashed away the video cas-

sette of “The Perfect Storm” in a place 

it is likely to be found.  Corbell said, 

“I can tell you now that I won’t be 

watching it.” 

 

Crammed into a tight corner of the 

vessel are charting maps, Global Po-

sitioning System equipment, a laptop 

computer, and the communications 

center that Corbell will operate to 

help keep Misty Lady on course and 

in touch with the world by using 

email. 

 

Lem Highsmith, Tommy Howard, D. Stuart Gough, & Charles Corbell standing on the deck of Misty Lady in            

Comanchee Cove Marina the morning of departure.  Sue Gough is on the right. 

Lem, Tommy, Stuart, & Charles 

 wave goodbye. 
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The boat also has a radar system 

and the latest electronics on board. 

 

Gough said he and his wife Sue pur-

chased the boat in Ft. Pierce, FL.  

The boat was built in Ontario, Can-

ada, six years ago.  Gough said, 

“When we brought it to Savannah 

after purchase, I decided that this 

was the boat I would cross the Atlan-

tic in.  This boat is built for blue wa-

ter cruising.  It’s a strong and power-

ful boat.”   

 

Highsmith, who tips the scales at 

just over 300 pounds, said, “I work 

out an hour every day and will get 

plenty of exercise aboard the Misty 

Lady.”  He added, “I love sailing.  I 

love water.  I love going to the ocean.  

You have to love it to do it.  It’s like a 

passion, and I just can’t get enough 

of it.”  Asked if he had any fear of the 

long journey, he replied, “No.  None 

at all.  Sailboats don’t normally sink 

unless you knock a hole in them.  

This has been one of my lifetime’s 

ambitions - to sail across the Atlan-

tic.” 

 

Howard talked about having a 

healthy respect for the water.  “I’m 

not fearful of it, but I respect it.  

When you are dealing with nature, 

you have to respect it.  Never in my 

wildest dreams did I ever expect to 

sail across the Atlantic Ocean.  Since 

I’m new at this, I will be doing a lot 

of the cooking.”  Howard said that he 

is a 55-year-old Real Estate Broker 

trying to retire, adding that it wasn’t 

hard to get off work since he is the 

boss. 

 

Sue Gough said she was happy to see 

her husband fulfill his lifetime 

dream, and she was delighted for 

him.  She pointed out that many 

boats cross the Atlantic each year 

and added, “I’m confident they will 

all be OK.” 

 

 

Highsmith’s wife, Anna, referred to 

the crew as “real brave guys” as she 

watched the four prepare Misty Lady 

for the trip.  “I’m apprehensive for 

them, but excited for them at the 

same time. I can’t really think about 

it too much - they are in God’s hands 

now.” 

******** 

 

The return journey from England to 

the USA the following year involved 

three other Geechee Sailing Club 

members helping as crew. 

 

Bob & June Crumley, GSC Members, 

crewed from Plymouth, UK, across 

the Bay of Biscay to Spain and down 

to the Algarve in Portugal  where 

they flew back home to Georgia. 

 

After crossing the Atlantic for the 

second time and spending time cruis-

ing the island in the Caribbean with 

my wife Sue, I was joined by GSC 

member Steve Stephens in Puerto 

Rico who sailed with me through the 

Turks & Caicos and Bahamas before 

arriving back in Savannah on the 

Vernon River.  But details of that 

return trip are for another time -  

along with the thousands of tales to 

tell regarding this and other later 

Atlantic Crossings. 

 

 

Misty Lady backing out of the slip with GSC burgee 

aloft before joining the parade in front of the Bridge 

of Lions.  Mystery man on the dock...free bottle of 

wine for the first person who guesses correctly 

(clue...he was a member of GSC for many years). 

Misty Lady safely back on our dock in the Vernon 

River, 2003 

MISTY LADY: 

 

OWNERS:  Stuart & Sue Gough 

TYPE OF BOAT:  Gozzard 44 Cutter 

BEAM:  14 feet 

DRAFT:  5’3” 

MAST HEIGHT:  59’ 

ENGINE:  Westerbeke 82hp Diesel 

FUEL CAPACITY: 180 gallons 

WATER CAPACITY:  180 gallons 

SAIL AREA:  1,200 sq. ft. 

DISPLACEMENT:  28,000 pounds 

BALLAST:  11,900 pounds 
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VICE COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

GA Legislature Rescinds  

Anchoring Restrictions  

Date Posted: 2020-06-24 

Source: Ed Tillett, Editor-in-Chief 

 

Boaters transiting the coastal wa-

ters of Georgia are celebrating the 

passage of a new set of regulations 

related to anchoring and manage-

ment of onboard waste in the state. 

House Bill 833 breezed through the 

state’s Senate on a vote of 48-1 on 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020. 

 

The new measure revises and re-

scinds most regulations that were 

enacted in 2019 that required ves-

sels to purchase anchoring permits, 

maintain logs of when and where 

they pumped waste holding tanks, 

and maintain 1,000 feet distances 

from structures when anchored. 

 

The Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 

along Georgia’s coastline is tran-

sited by thousands of visiting ves-

sels each year. Many of those boaters 

spend time anchored while moving 

along the waterway.  The coastal wa-

ters are also used as a recreational re-

source by fishermen and weekend and 

vacationing boaters. 

 

A coalition of boating interest groups, 

publishers, and the National Marine 

Manufacturers Association opposed the 

original law and worked toward a solu-

tion over the past year. “This is a tre-

mendous victory for the recreational 

boating community and a true testa-

ment to the impact that local boaters 

can make at the state level when advo-

cating for this wonderful pastime,” said 

Lee Gatts, NMMA Southeast Policy 

and Engagement Manager. 

 

The new law provides specific defini-

tions and reasonable guidelines for ves-

sels to anchor at least 500 feet from 

shellfish beds, 300 feet from marinas, 

and 150 feet from other marine struc-

tures. 

 

Additionally, HB-833 creates 

“short term” (14 days) and “long 

term” anchoring, allowing a vessel 

to anchor for 14 cumulative days 

in the same location before need-

ing to apply for a long-term an-

choring permit. It also removes 

unnecessary discharge language 

that was implemented last year by 

Georgia HB-201, as federal law 

already prohibits the dumping of 

untreated sewage into the water. 

 

Sponsored by Georgia Representa-

tive Ron Stephens, the bill passed 

the Georgia House on March 12 

but was temporarily delayed in 

the Senate due to COVID-19. Law-

makers resumed session last week 

and the bill passed the Senate by 

a vote of 48 to 1. The legislation 

now heads to Governor Kemp who 

is expected to sign the bill into 

law. 

CRUISE CHAIR, Judy Grissette 

 

Covid-19 has made everything 

topsy-turvy.  The Savannah Yacht 

Club was going to have fireworks 

on July 3, then they weren’t.  Har-

bour Town will not have fireworks 

either. However, several of us are 

going on Saturday the Fourth to 

Harbour Town anyway, mainly be-

cause they have electricity (a/c).  

However, I understand that we 

have gotten the last slips.  As of 

this date (June 30), there are no 

openings, but you may want to get 

on a list for a cancellation (843/363-

8335). 

 

There is no August cruise due to 

the heat, but Labor Day weekend 

(September 5-7) is on for Harbour 

Town.  Call for a reservation or get 

on a waiting list now and cancel 

later, if necessary.   

 

 

 

Let me know, if that should 

happen, and I will try to get 

another Geechee in your 

place before you cancel. 

 

 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20192020/HB/833
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RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit 

Savannah Yacht Club is holding 

their annual Firecracker Regatta 

on July 18th.  Although geared 

toward kids, adults can race in 

club-provided 420’s, Optis, and 

Sunfish boats.  For more informa-

tion and to register, please visit 

their Regatta Network site:  

www.regattanetwork.com/event/ 

20912.   

 

The Hook Race from Hilton Head 

Island to The Landings will be on 

Saturday, August 22nd.  This ob-

viously requires two organizations 

to pull off, so it is always run by 

the Yacht Club of Hilton Head 

Island in cooperation with the 

Skidaway Island Boat Club. 

 

You would need to get your boat 

up to Harbour Town by late after-

noon, Friday, August 21.  Last 

year my team and I didn’t stay on our 

boat as it didn’t have a/c, so we got a 

room at The Inn & Club.  It was beauti-

ful - and luxurious.  We especially en-

joyed the pool as the day was extremely 

hot and humid.  I would love to see more 

Geechee boats there this year!  The 

race ends at The Landings Marina 

on Skidaway Island. 

 

Several of you have inquired about 

the international flotillas which I 

go on at least twice a year.  These 

are organized through an organiza-

tion based in New Jersey called 

SEAS:  Society for Education of 

American Sailors.  The boats are 

bare boats chartered via Dream 

Yacht Charters, and we are on 

them for a full week.  Although the 

trips to Croatia in September and 

Bora Bora in October are closed, we 

are already planning trips to Mar-

tinique in December, the Amalfi 

Coast next June, and Palma 

(Mallorca/Majorca) next September.  

If any of these tickle your fancy, let 

me know and I’ll get you on The 

List. 

We had a wonderful meeting/social 

at Ed Harms’ house on Saturday, 

June 20.  I was very excited that 

our members stepped up and in-

vited friends that wanted to become 

Geechees.  We had 8 new members 

from their invitation to the Low 

Country Boil!   

 

Thank you to Angela Margolit for 

sponsoring:   

ROSE OUGHTRED:  Rose lives in 

Pooler, is married, and has children.  

She does not have a boat at this 

time, but may be looking around for 

one.  She loves to cruise and race 

small boats.  She is part of Angela’s 

women’s racing team. 

PAIGE LAURI & AUSTIN HAN-

COCK:  They are also from Pooler.  

Paige has taken a beginner’s sailing 

course and is currently sailing and 

cruising with Angela.  She is part of 

Angela’s women’s racing team.  We 

first met her on our cruise to Was-

saw Creek.  Austin has just gotten out 

of the military and will be working for 

Ford as a Mechanic. 

HILARY JONES:  Hilary lives here in 

Savannah and is also on the water 

sailing and cruising with Angela and 

is part of her racing team.  Her love of 

sailing goes back many years.  She 

was also on the little Tintagel with 

Angela and Paige for our cruise to 

Wassaw Creek. 

COREY & KAREN ESKEW:  They live 

downtown in a lovely restored home.  

Corey is retired Navy and Karen has 

taken sailing lessons from Angela.   

 

Thank you to Ed Harms for sponsor-

ing: 

KEITH & HEATHER SEIBERT:  They 

are neighbors of Ed.  Keith is a Pedia-

trician, and he and Heather have four 

beautiful children.  They have many 

years of boating experience and are 

now looking to buy a boat. 

Thank you to Mary Ellen Sprague 

for sponsoring: 

STEVENSON & JOYCE WAL-

LACE:  Joyce came to the Low 

Country Boil.  Stephenson was out 

of town, but we look forward to 

meeting him at our next get-

together.  We have been told that he 

is an advanced sailor.  They have a 

Hunter sailboat, Culzean, at Sail 

Harbor. 

 

Thank you to Donna Roy, who is a 

new member this year herself, for 

sponsoring: 

MICHAEL & JUNE KLAVON:  The 

Klavons have been looking to be 

part of a boating group.  They have 

been members of Freedom Boat Club 

and enjoy our beautiful waterways 

around Savannah. 

 

And we are so glad too that Ed Harms 

has gotten ALTON & MARY RYAN AI-

MAR to rejoin the club. 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 
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We were thoroughly enjoying our 

time in the Abacos.  It turned out 

that there were no worries about us 

traveling by ourselves.  We contin-

ued to meet new people every day 

and see the ones we already met -  

again in new places.  We saw the 

couple we met in N. Palm Beach 

from Hilton Head in the grocery 

store and the couple we started off 

with from Marsh Harbor in the 

hardware store.  We met two guys in 

different places who grew up in Sa-

vannah.  (Having “Savannah” on our 

boat stirred up a lot of conversa-

tions.)  One guy’s dad dug the canals 

at Burnside Island back in the 70’s.   

 

We stayed in Green Turtle Cay a 

total of five nights with the last 

night at anchor in a place called 

“Joyless Point.”  I don’t know why it 

was called that, and I really didn’t 

care for the name, but it was a lovely 

anchorage anyway. 

 

The next stop was Great Guana Cay 

where we moored in their Settle-

ment Harbor for two nights.  We 

tried to snorkel, but the waves were 

too much.  There are two popular 

eating establishment there (Nippers 

and Grabbers - odd names), and we 

tried them both.  I liked Grabbers 

best. 

 

Then it was on to Man-O-War for 

two nights.  It is a very quiet, con-

servative little settlement, but we 

enjoyed being there.  We stayed on 

a mooring again because the wind just 

would not let up.  It’s there at the mu-

seum coffee shop where they have the 

best homemade cinnamon rolls, and it 

was one of the few places open on Good 

Friday.  We enjoyed our dinghy rides 

and sitting in the harbor watching all 

that was going on. 

 

On Saturday, April 20th, we arrived at 

Hope Town on Elbow Cay.  Again we 

moored in the harbor because it was 

just too rolly out in the anchorages.  

Hope Town is lovely, but pretty quiet 

on Easter Sunday and Monday. 

 

Tuesday we traveled down to anchor 

off Tahiti Beach, but there was no pro-

tection from the wind, so we didn’t stay 

very long.  After checking out two other 

places, we found a beautiful spot south 

of Tavern Cay to anchor in comfort.  It 

was really lovely and calm enough to 

ride around and watch the sea turtles 

in the water. 

 

Then we made the journey down to Lit-

tle Harbor.  That was the most south-

ern point of our trip.  It is really inter-

esting there, but there’s only one busi-

ness - Pete’s Pub and Gallery.  Pete’s 

 

parents settled there in the 50’s 

and had an art colony specializing 

in bronze sculpture.  They lived in 

a cave for part of the time.  We din-

ghied over to see it before heading 

back north to Marsh Harbor. 

 

 

TREASURER, Pat Howard 

I  introduced all of these new peo-

ple to the club at the Low Country 

Boil, and the Board has approved 

them for membership.  

 

Since the party, Angela has 

brought in two additional mem-

bers:  

CAROLE KINDUELL-DAVIS: 

Carole started her boating experi-

ence aboard her father’s fishing boat.  

She has taken a Power Squadron navi-

gational course and had a pontoon boat 

on Lake Hickory, NC. 

BEVERLY BESCHER was raised lake-

sailing in Ohio and then was involved 

with sailing in Mystic, CT, where she 

owned a Bristol 35.5.  She has been 

involved in many classes and sailing 

cruises. 

The Board has approved these two 

additional people and I will be in-

troducing them at our next get-

together.  Let’s get all these people 

involved, out on boats, and make 

them feel welcome.  This brings us 

to 17 new members in 2020.  Just a 

few more to go to reach our goal of: 

20 in 2020 

Little Harbour 

Hope Town 
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SOCIAL CHAIR, Elke Quinn 

land Rd in May of 2017 from ZCB, 

LLC.   Wilmington Partners is the 

group who is planning the re-

development of a new marina 

(Lightship Marina) complete with 

dockage for long-term, transients, 

and tie-ups (but no live-aboards 

over 30 days during a calendar 

year).  Pump-out facilities, water, 

electricity, and fuel (both diesel 

and gas) will be available.  How-

ever, the restaurant will be re-

moved and replaced with a 26’x43’ 

covered fixed deck.    

 

Phase 1 will consist of removal of 

existing structures, installation of 

new fixed structures, and installa-

tion of a portion of the floats. 

There will also be a covered kayak 

dock for storage and rental as well 

as a jet ski dock for storage and 

rental.   

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

Phase II will take place  as the de-

mand for more float space occurs, 

which they are sure will happen 

quickly. The main docking slips will 

be 60’ wide to allow for the large ves-

sels up to 20’ beam that are antici-

pated to use this facility due to its 

proximity to the ICW.   

 

There will be no restrooms, laundry 

facilities, showers, etc. until the pro-

posed marina store is built, probably  

in Phase II.  

 

How does this affect Beverly and 

Dick?  We are happy to say that they 

are operating as usual  until Wilming-

ton Partners possibly decides that 

they want to tie in to the existing Sail 

Harbor...but that’s a “ways out,” as 

they say.   

 

The Georgia DNR website has all the 

information you want about Wilming-

ton Partners’ plans.  Go to gadnr.org 

and type in Wilmington Partners at 

the top.  It will open to a notification 

by the DNR followed by five more 

documents listed in blue at the end.  

If you click on Project Description, 

Drawings, and Photos, you will see 

more detail.  

 

 

Journalism class taught me that the 

first paragraph should always have 

“Who, What, When, and Where.”  So I 

introduce this article with: 

 

Who:  Sail Harbor and Wilmington 

Partners 

What:  To answer your questions about 

their future 

When:  Construction to begin soon 

Where:  Wilmington Island Rd. 

 

I have heard Geechees making progno-

ses and guesses about the future of 

dockage, etc. at our popular Sail Har-

bor Marina and Boatyard.  So...I de-

cided to find out for myself and called 

Beverly Long.  Beverly and her hus-

band, Dick, own the Sail Harbor Ma-

rina & Boatyard.   

 

Here’s the way I understand it: 

Beverly and Dick (DBL, Inc.) owned 

their lot (#606 Wilmington Island Rd.) 

and the one on the east side (#604).  

They wanted to expand their boatyard 

to the east (#604), but could not get 

approval due to local opposition. Now 

Wilmington Partners has purchased #’s 

604 & 606 from Beverly and Dick and 

are swapping #604 for #612 and relo-

cating the police to #604. 

 

Meanwhile, Wilmington Partners pur-

chased the lot at 618 Wilmington Is-

First and foremost, I want to thank Ed 

Harms for his generous hospitality and 

hard work hosting our very successful 

Low Country Boil.  Thanks also to Stu-

art for all his hard work helping Ed.  

Thanks to everyone who chipped in.  

We had a great time, and the event 

was well-attended by some of our long-

time-no-see members as well as our 

first-time new members. 

 

Our next social will be Pot Luck and 

Bingo on Saturday, August 15, at the 

Marsh Harbor Clubhouse, courtesy of 

Tom and Linda Howard.  There will be 

cash prizes and awards.  Members will 

bring a covered 

dish to share, 

and beverages 

will be pro-

vided by the 

club.  There 

will be no 

charge to 

m e m b e r s 

for this 

event, and 

our guest 

policy will 

be $20 per 

person who MUST be accompanied by 

their host.   

 

Because we cannot have our member 

dinner meetings and pass around a 

sign-up sheet, a separate email will go 

out asking people to RSVP and tell 

me what they plan to bring to eat.  

Save the date; it will be fun! 
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had gotten bogged down underwater, 

stretched a bit, and had come rocket-

ing out of the water up into the boat, 

jamming itself between the two ped-

estal seats!  If one of us had been be-

hind the seats, or if the fender had 

taken a slightly different trajectory, it 

could have easily killed one of us.  My 

brother and I joked about how that 

phone call would have gone to our 

mother. 

 

The fender spent the rest of the trip 

tied to the swim platform...and to this 

day we refer to it as “The Killer 

Fender.” 

SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

I’ll admit it; I’m a weather nerd.  

Perusing weather websites are a 

morning ritual.  I anxiously await 

June 1, the official opening day of 

the National Hurricane Center web-

site with tropical updates every six 

hours!   

 

Despite my fascination with the 

weather, news about the Saharan 

Air Layer headed our way barely 

generated a blip on my radar.  This 

may be a result of rebranding fa-

tigue.  Snow storms have names, 

nor’easters have been upgraded to 

bomb cyclones, each full moon has 

its own dramatic title, every lunar 

and solar eclipse is a once-in-a-

lifetime event, and the most ordi-

nary of weather events are renamed 

to those of apocalyptic proportions. 

 

So I decided this was nothing more 

than the typical summer haze we 

experience here in coastal Georgia.  

However, after spending a day out 

on the water, my disinterest quickly 

changed to intrigue.  The coastlines 

of Tybee and Wilmington Islands 

were shrouded in a smoky, fog-like 

appearance.  The daylight itself 

seemed to have a different hue, and 

the sun cast a distinct shadow even 

with the overcast appearance.  This 

was definitely not your typical Sum-

mer haze!  I wanted to learn more 

about this dust storm once I was 

back on land. 

 

The Saharan Air Layer develops 

when sand is swept up and carried 

by monsoon winds into the atmos-

phere.  Tropical waves and strong 

winds then move the layer westward 

across the Atlantic.  This cycle re-

peats every few days from late 

Spring to early Fall.   

The layer we recently experienced is 

particularly thick (between 2 – 2 ½ 

miles thick!) and massive - roughly 

the expanse of the Gulf of Mexico.  

Some weather sources are calling it 

historic and even naming it the God-

zilla Saharan Air Layer!  (See what I 

mean?)  The SAL does cause air 

quality problems, but the good news 

is that it suppresses tropical storm 

development.  It also results in par-

ticularly beautiful sunrises and sun-

sets. 

My brother and I were making the trip 

from Lake Marion through the diversion 

canal and across Lake Moultrie on our 

way down the Cooper River to Charles-

ton, SC, in his 19’ Sunliner I/O ski boat.  

Cruising across Lake Moultrie was un-

eventful, though you must stay in the 

channel because the man-made lake 

was never cleared.  It was flooded in a 

hurry for generating electricity to the 

Charleston shipyards during WWII.   

 

At the dam, there is a giant lock that 

lowers you down 80 feet to the river be-

low.  I highly recommend the trip.  Go-

ing through the lock is like something 

out of an Indiana Jones movie. 

 

After getting down to the Cooper River, 

we tooled along on our way to Charles-

ton.  We were always looking for treas-

MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

ure on such trips such as old life 

jackets, fishing bobbers, and shiny 

aluminum suitcases full of $100 

bills.  You know...pretty standard 

stuff.  This time, however, we 

came across a big 21” diameter 

round fender snagged on a tree 

that had fallen into the river.  The 

fender had obviously been there a 

while, as it was pretty slimy.  So 

we decided to drag it behind the 

boat on a 50’ line to knock off the 

gunk.  We watched it bop around 

in the wake as we came up to 

speed.  It seemed to be riding well, 

so we turned our attention for-

ward. 

 

Then there was a slight pull from 

the rear like a skier coming up, 

and  - whoosh - BAM!  The fender 
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Mercury outboard, motor, 2.5 hp, 4 stroke - $300 

Nissan outboard motor, 5 hp, 4 stroke - $300 

Tohatsu outboard 6 hp, 4 stroke - $400                 Rich Moore (mooregames1@comcast.net) 

J24 Spinnaker - $250 

J24 New Code Zero - $600 

 

Northill Storm Anchor, foldable and stainless steel. $250.  Call Tommy Howard, 658-

4281 

 

 

 

Looking for Code Zero in good condition for 40’ boat (contact Rich Moore 

at mooregames1@comcast.net) 

 

2020 OFFICERS 

FOR SALE 

Commodore ························· Stuart Gough  

Vice Commodore ················· Dawson Long  

Past Commodore ················· Kevin Quinn 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ························· Elke Quinn  

Cruise Chair ························· Judy Grissette  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

More from the list of boating terminology that was posted in 2006: 

 Ram = An intricate docking maneuver sometimes used by experienced skippers 

 Rhumb Line = Two or more crew members waiting for a drink 

 Sheet = Cool, Damp, salty night covering 

 Shroud = Equipment used in connection with a wake 

 Starboard = Special board used by skippers for navigation (usually with “Port” on the opposite side) 

 Swell = A wave that’s just great 

 Square Rigger = a rigger over 30 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor 


