
  

 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 

Facebook page and all 

will be revealed.  

 

It has been my pleasure 

to serve you all as Com-

modore in 2020, and I do 

believe that the club is in 

good shape as I hand over 

the reins to our new Com-

modore, Dawson Long. 

Thank you for your pa-

tience with me.  

 

On a personal note, my 

efforts to refit my Cape 

Dory 36 continue at a 

pace and I am still hope-

ful for a March departure 

to all points south. The 

interior has benefitted 

most during the transfor-

mation so far and is al-

most beginning to resem-

ble a comfortable cruising 

boat.  

 

Next up comes the exte-

rior, which is where most 

of the work lies. New sails 

have been ordered, solar 

panels already delivered, 

Hydrovane Self Steering 

unit is due to arrive in the 

next day or so, Liferaft 

purchased and is to be 

collected from Florida 

next week, and there is a 

new windlass to in-

stall….hoping the list 

stops there. But by far, 

the biggest job is the re-

painting of the entire 

December 2020 Issue 

MEETINGS:  After the 
Pandemic is over: 

Every second Monday 
of the month at Carey 

Hilliard’s,  
3316 Skidaway Rd.  

Order dinner at 6:00; 
meeting at 7:00. 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB’S 

UPCOMING CRUISES  

& PARTIES 
 

Saturday, December 12 -  
Christmas Gift Exchange 
Marsh Harbor Clubhouse 

5:00 p.m. - Potluck 

WEBSITE: 

www.geecheesailingclub.org 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com 

FACEBOOK: 

Geechee Sailing Club 

Hello Everyone,  

Almost the end of 

2020….what a year! I 

know we shouldn’t wish 

our time away, it’s far too 

precious, but I think most 

people will certainly be 

glad to see the back of 

this particular year. We 

cannot claim to have had 

the most enjoyable year at 

the GSC either, but given 

the most difficult of cir-

cumstances, I believe we 

managed to get through 

things reasonably well. 

 

None of this would have 

been possible at all with-

out the tireless work put 

in by our Board members, 

and for that I am ex-

tremely grateful….you 

stepped up and made 

things happen against all 

odds. For those members 

who attended the Change 

of Watch, you saw my 

pleasure in having the 

opportunity to thank each 

Board member personally 

for their efforts.  

 

Whilst there at the 

Change of Watch, you 

would have also experi-

enced a musical gem from 

three of our more talented 

ladies.  For those that are 

unaware of what I am 

referring to, visit the 

Geechee Sailing Club 

COMMODORE, Stuart Gough 

boat.  For me, though, it 

is actually the most en-

joyable part of the entire 

process - something I like 

doing.  

 

So, as you can see, I’m 

not slipping into retire-

ment anytime soon. Lots 

to do…places to see… 

people to meet. Stay safe 

and take care. 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 
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VICE COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

Thank you to Stuart Gough and all 

the members of the Geechee Sailing 

Club for engaging as much as you 

have - with caution to not share as 

much that would endanger others. 

Stuart skillfully navigated our sailing 

community through the strange tides 

of Covid. I am confident that we can 

still cautiously gather on islands, riv-

ers, or creeks as we adapted to over 

this last year. 

 

We have many of the same Geechee 

Board members guiding us though 

2021. We are very excited to have 

Larry and Mary Ellen Sprague who 

jointly accepted the duties of Vice 

Commodore and Cruise Chair. Larry 

will be the Commodore for 2022. They 

are avid cruisers with their Catalina 

32 named Second Wind. Please ac-

knowledge our new Board officers be-

low. 

Commodore:  Dawson Long 

Vice Commodore:  Larry & Mary 

Ellen Sprague 

Membership:  Linda Meyer 

Communications:  Linda Howard 

Race:  Angela Margolit 

Cruise:  Larry & Mary Ellen Spra-

gue 

Social:  Stuart with Committee of: 

Jan Vach, Karen Eskew, Linda Moore, 

& Linda Meyer 

Secretary:  Kim Breland 

Member at Large:  David Breland 

 

As you can see, the list of Board 

members is very strong. We will 

likely  discuss outdoor opportuni-

ties to meet as the Board and the 

entire club. Many of us look for-

ward to freedom from the six-foot 

rule sometime next year. I wish 

that they had clear masks so that 

we could see smiles. It is very diffi-

cult to judge how bad a joke is if 

you cannot see the reaction as well. 

 

Our club will continue the course of 

excellence that Stuart charted in his 

leadership in cruising, racing, so-

cials, and our youth sailing commu-

nity. I implore all members to share 

new ideas with our Board members.  

 

Trusted friends are certainly built in 

the community of sailing, as I experi-

enced with Kevin Quinn. I called on 

him to help me through some trouble 

navigating through rough waters. Of 

course there is Boat US, but you 

have no substitute for a helping hand 

from a friend in the club. Building 

community in the club can provide 

more help than you know on the wa-

ter. Stay safe sailors. 

 

FROM Dave Zobel’s Bent Book of Boat Speak: 

Discussing the meaning of “PORT” 

 

 Where a boat spends its time when it’s not on duty. 

 The left side of the boat, regardless of which side is 

actually nearest port. 

 A PORThole (window), regardless of which side of 

the boat it’s on.  There may be a starboard porthole.  

 Sometimes it’s called a portlight, although it’s not 

actually a light either. 

 A wine which sailors are not above drinking if they 

can just find a quiet place to lay it down and then be 

patient for twenty years while it ages. 

 

 

Discussing the meaning of “TURNING TURTLE” 

 

“The word “turtle” refers to the resulting shape and 

speed of the boat - and perhaps to the intelligence of 

the skipper as well.  The paradox of turning turtle is 

that, although it restores the mast to a vertical orienta-

tion and lowers wind resistance to almost zero, the 

speed of the boat actually decreases.  Scientists have 

long sought to understand the reason for this phenome-

non.  Although the solution remains elusive, there is 

still every reason to hope for a breakthrough.” 
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Altocumulus 

 
These have grayish-white rolls that 

look like cirrocumulus but are 

darker and sometimes appear in 

layers. If the wind is steady between 

northeast and south, these clouds 

promise rain soon. 

Stratocumulus 

Large, dark, puffy balls occurring in 

compressed layers and foretell bad 

weather. 

Cumulus

Puffy white cotton balls at about 

6,000 feet promise fair weather. 

They may, however, darken and be 

transformed into stratocumulus or 

cumulonimbus clouds, which can 

signal bad weather. Seen over land 

during the day indicates thermals 

and promises good sea breezes. 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

nears and layers of cold air mix 

with upper warm air. May 

drape the entire sky in a gray 

haze and cause a halo around 

the sun or moon — an indica-

tion of a nearing storm. 

Cirrocumulus

 
 

Have barely-defined puffy balls 

and, like cirrostratus, lie at alti-

tudes of 16,500 to 40,000 feet, 

usually in large clumps. From 

below, these clouds may look 

like fish scales. The saying 

"mackerel sky mackerel sky, 

not long wet, not long dry" de-

scribes them and the change-

able weather that follows. 

Altostratus

 
 

Sheets of cloud between 6,000 

and 23,000 feet. Thicker, darker 

and more claustrophobic than 

the higher cirrostratus clouds, 

they promise rain soon. 

 

NOAA and other weather fore-
casts are very important, and so 
is a barometer, but you can also 
get a reliable gauge on your lo-
cal weather if you think of the 
sky as something like the face 
of an emotional person whose 
moods are shown right on his or 
her face. Reliable indicators are 
the changing shape and color of 
the clouds, which are created by 
the same natural phenomena 
that cause the weather itself: 
temperature and humidity. Here 
are some hints for predicting 
weather by reading clouds.  

Cirrus 

The highest  and least -

substantial clouds. Composed of 

ice crystals, cirrus clouds lie at 

altitudes of about 45,000 feet. 

Wispy and lying at oblique an-

gles, these clouds may herald the 

approach of a warm front. 

Cirrostratus 

Wispy clouds lying in sheets may 

form a ceiling slightly lower than 

cirrus clouds as a warm front  
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SOCIAL CHAIR, Elke Quinn 

I would have preferred to report on 

our October social in the November 

Rhumb Line, but here it comes late. 

 

Although our Halloween Steak Cook-

out wasn't as fabulous as the one I put 

on with Richard and Linda Olson in 

2011, it nevertheless was nicely at-

tended and people were good sports to 

come out in costumes.  Linda Howard 

was a very convincing Sacagawea 

dressed head to foot like an Indian 

princess.   

 

The tall, white-masked Greg Vach 

dressed in black cape and gown made 

an imposing screaming ghost.  The 

most humorous and  ingenious was 

Tom Howard dressed as the mainte-

nance crew for the Grissette’s 

trawler "Wait for Me"!  Thanks eve-

ryone for participating.  Thanks also 

goes to Mark Willman (who sadly 

couldn't make it) for lending his gi-

ant grill, and Tom Howard for his 

work in setting up his clubhouse. 

 

In November we had our Change of 

Watch and, because of Covid-19 con-

cerns, this year we held the event in 

the afternoon at the Pavilion at Long 

Point courtesy of Greg and Jan 

Vach.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the 

venue, the Olive Garden lunch, and 

especially the special performance of 

the Geechee Sisters who gave 

an outstanding performance of the 

Andrews Sisters' rendition of 

Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Com-

pany B.  

 

Our last get-together for this year 

will be the Christmas Holiday Gift 

Exchange.  Normally, this would be 

part of our December membership 

dinner meeting, but again, because 

of Covid and our inability to have 

monthly dinner meetings, we will 

have this at Tom and Linda How-

ard's clubhouse at Marsh Harbor 

on Saturday, December 12, start-

ing at 5:00 PM.  Because things 

sometimes get lost in the Rhumb 

Line, I will send a separate 

EBlast.  

Cumulonimbus

Dark, tightly-packed balls that 

may churn and tower as thunder-

heads at about 6,000 feet. If 

broader above than below, it's 

called an anvil head. This shape is 

due to violent updrafts through a 

wide range of temperatures. As the 

updraft hits, cold air is condensed 

as a cloud. Winds are strong 

around these threatening clouds. 

Nimbostratus

Heavy, rain-laden, low-lying, 

dark gray blankets that come 

with warm fronts and wet 

nor'easters. Their soggy bases 

may be just above the earth's sur-

face and be indistinguishable 

from heavy fog. 

Stratus

These clouds combine in a 

dense gray overcast that prom-

ises light to heavy rain. 

(Article reprinted with permission 

from The Annapolis Book of Sea-

manship (4th edition, Simon & 

Schuster, 2014)) 
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CRUISE CHAIR, Judy Grissette 

The Geechees still enjoyed a nice 

cruising season in spite of Covid19.  It 

is great to get out on the water.  The 

sights in the evening sunsets, 

moonlight, and sunrises in the morn-

ing can't be beat.  Most people don't 

see our beautiful planet as we do from 

the water. 

  

I hope that everyone has a wonderful 

Christmas Holiday and is looking for-

ward to Spring cruising. 

 

 

ADDENDUM FROM COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR/EDITOR, Linda Howard 

This being the last month with Stuart 

as our Commodore, I just wanted to 

say that, because of his open letter to 

the club in a 2019 meeting, we were 

made to realize the demise of the club  

not growing, but shrinking instead. 

 

He challenged us to improve in every 

aspect and, after soul-searching and 

seeing the truth of his words, we met 

the challenge.  People stepped up and 

took leadership positions.  Things 

slowly started to change.  Excitement 

was once more part of The Geechee 

Sailing Club - even in the Covid year 

of 2020! 

 

This coming year we need to con-

tinue this momentum.  Please don’t 

let it slacken.  Volunteer where you 

can.  You will find that we are all 

supportive of each other. 

 

I remember when Tommy and I first 

joined, I accepted the Secretary’s po-

sition so that I could get to know peo-

ple in the club.  It wasn’t long before 

I felt like I was part of a family.  

What you put into something is what 

you get out of it.   

 

I did that for several years, then 

gave someone else the opportunity 

because she wanted to do it (Pat 

Fraker).  This time, when Stuart put 

out the request for someone to re-

place Susie Lott who was retiring, I 

saw my opportunity to jump back 

in.  It has been a learning experi-

ence doing the Rhumb Line each 

month, but enjoyable for me since I 

know that you are reading it and 

you comment on how much you get 

out of the articles and fillers.   

 

I just want to say thanks for that - 

reading it, that is - and spreading 

the word.   

 

Also, thanks Stuart, for presenting 

me with the Chic Meyer Award 

this year.  I feel very honored. 

Quickly man!  Release the starboardcunninghamouthaul-

jibp-olewarpuphaulclutehalyard! 
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This year has been both challenging 

and amazing.  I want to remember 

it for as many positive things as 

possible, particularly when it comes 

to our favorite little sailing club - 

The Geechee Sailing Club.  

 

The Geechees have been around a 

long time. “The Club was founded in 

1971 and our goal is to promote sail-

ing and the enjoyment thereof 

through safety, education, fellow-

ship, and to cooperate with related 

organizations. GSC is a member of 

the South Atlantic Yacht Racing 

Association.”  

 

We have kept to these words that 

are found on our website and even 

gone beyond in 2020. We have been 

out on the water this year through 

cruises (though few), enjoying club 

members’ friendships, and learning 

about boating while keeping safe. 

Thanks, Judy!  

 

We know that if any situation arrives, 

we can call on one of our members to 

help out. We have Dawson to thank for 

bringing in great speakers who have 

educated us on various topics while we 

were still able to have meetings.  

 

Elke has worked her magic and put 

together some great socials where we 

have been able to enjoy our boating 

friends’ fellowship. She has even pro-

vided venues where we could socially 

distance.  

 

We have found ways to be involved 

with other organizations who also pro-

mote sailing- The Savannah Sailing 

Center spoke to our Board and we 

gave them a donation to help them 

continue the great work they do.  An-

gela also teaches sailing there. Angela 

didn’t get discouraged when we 

thought we might not be able to have 

our long-standing St. Patrick’s Re-

gatta.  She stood her ground and de-

signed a way to have the regatta in a 

safe manner. She continued all year 

to promote racing - trying to get us 

involved and keeping us informed.  

It was wonderful to hear how she 

and her girls’ race team, and Daw-

son, did in the races. 

 

It is wonderful to be part of a group 

that wants to “Make Geechee Great 

Again”. Though we have gone 

through a challenging year, we have 

continued to survive and have 19 

new members. Thank you to all the 

members that sponsored these great 

people.   

 

With 2021 approaching I am looking 

forward to better times with meet-

ings, speakers, and more boating 

and social events. You will be get-

ting your Membership Renewal 

Forms very soon and I will be look-

ing to see everyone renew their 

membership in anticipation of a 

great year ahead. 

20 in 2020! 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 

RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit 

Due to the pandemic, the US Sail-

ing Symposium, originally sched-

uled for January 28-30, 2021, has 

been postponed to 2022.  However, 

the venue is still SAVANNAH.   

 

Other Upcoming Events: 

 

SAVANNAH FROSTBITE  

SERIES: 

 

If you are around on any of these 

dates, please join us for a fun, laid-

back racing series: 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 

2020: Frostbite Series Race #1 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16: 

Frostbite Series Race #2 

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 07:  

Frostbite Series Race #3 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20: 

Frostbite Series Race #4 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 07:  

Frostbite Series Race #5 

 

Sign up on the Regatta Network, or 

contact me if you need crew or would 

like to be on a boat. 

 

And now, for the big  

announcement: 
 

The 42nd Geechee's St. Patrick's Re-

gatta will be March 20-21, 2021!  As-

suming the pandemic will still be with 

us, there won’t be any social events.  

When you pay the event registration, 

you will receive THREE long-sleeve 

wicking shirts. 

 

The event is already on the Regatta 

Network:   

https://www.regattanetwork.com/

event/21525:  

 

https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21525
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21525
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SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

I saw three ships come sailing in, 

On Christmas day, on Christmas day, 

I saw three ships come sailing in, 

On Christmas day in the morning! 

 

It has been a popular Christmas carol 

for centuries.  Its origins unknown, 

some believe it originated from an Eng-

lish folk song written by wandering 

minstrels during the Middle Ages. An 

English collector of folk songs, Cecil 

Sharp, discovered there are many dif-

ferent versions of the tune in the Brit-

ish Isles alone.  I Saw Three Ships was 

published for the first time in 1666 

then, again nearly two centuries later, 

in 1833 by William Sandys.  The 

song has a strong message of joy 

and happiness that everyone can 

appreciate. 

 

When you consider that Bethle-

hem is landlocked and the nearest 

body of water is the Dead Sea 

about 20 miles away, it is only 

natural to wonder about the sym-

bolism of the three ships. There 

are several theories (three actu-

ally!) as to their meaning.   

 

 

The first: Wenceslaus II, the King of 

Bohemia, bore a coat of arms “Azure 

three galleys argent”.  The second: 

they are the three ships that brought 

the Biblical magi relics to the Co-

logne Cathedral in Germany in the 

12th century.  Lastly: camels are 

known as “ships of the desert” and 

the Magi would have ridden on cam-

els to visit the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 

The next time you hear this enchant-

ing carol, be sure to sing along, and 

enjoy a little food for thought! 

Back during the Cold War when 

Charleston had its Navy base, my 

brother and I decided to take an up- 

close look at a submarine.  We were 

both fairly young at the time and 

thought it fashionable to wear black 

Greek fishermen’s hats while we were 

out boating.  We each had a pair of bin-

oculars hung around our necks at the 

time as well.   

 

In my brother’s boat, we slowly cruised 

up as close to a docked sub as we 

thought prudent, which was still maybe 

100 yards or so away (we weren’t com-

pletely clueless).  I must say we looked 

a bit suspicious as we were both pan-

MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

People are raving about our mugs and bottles! 
 

The mugs are $12 and are microwavable and 

dishwasher safe - with a handle that you can 

grasp with your whole hand.  Our logo is on one 

side and part of our local navigation chart is on 

the other. The bottles are $10/each and also 

have our logo. 

 

I will have these at the Christmas Gift Exchange.   

GET YOURS NOW! 

ning the sub with our binoculars 

while wearing our black, short 

billed hats (just call me Boris).   

 

As we scanned the sub, my 

brother and I both locked on to 

the Marine on guard with his M-

16 in hand.  He was staring right 

back at us and did not look 

amused.   With his deadly jar-

head glare, he raised one arm 

and jabbed with his finger for us 

to move out of there.  Needless to 

say we skedaddled! 
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Northill Storm Anchor, foldable and stainless steel. $250.  Call Tommy Howard,  

658-4281 

 

 

2020 OFFICERS 

FOR SALE 

Commodore ························· Stuart Gough  

Vice Commodore ················· Dawson Long  

Past Commodore ················· Kevin Quinn 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ························· Elke Quinn  

Cruise Chair ························· Judy Grissette  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last 

name of one of our members: 

Y A X A L G  

M H R E T O  __ __ __ __ __ __ __  __ 

T E V I R P A 

D L D I M E 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398) 

Answers to last month’s Scramble: BENNETT  

BEYOND 

THINNER 

TENTED 

PLENTY 


