
  

 

These ten tips for han-

dling the main will help 

make your boat sail 

faster, be more comfort-

able, and sail safer: 

 

1. Be under-, not over-

canvassed.  Remem-

ber the old adage 

“Reef early, reef of-

ten.”  Experimenting 

will tell you at what 

wind strength to reef 

your boat.  In many 

modern cruising boats 

it will become neces-

sary to reef when the 

apparent wind over 

deck reaches 18-20 

knots, and some boats 

possibly much earlier 

than that.  When 

short-handed, it be-

comes very difficult to 

try and reef in 20+ 

knots of wind...early 

is best. 

2. Experiment with the 

usefulness of the 

main.  If you are on a 

long passage, particu-

larly when reaching, 

you may find that the 

boat actually sails 

faster with less main.  

On many boats, sail-

ing wing-on-wing with 

two head sails and no 

main is almost as fast 

as with the main.  But 

with the possibility of 

squalls/storms, it then 
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I thought I would stay 

away from the obvious 

topics of endless conversa-

tion that seem to be  mo-

nopolizing our lives at the 

moment - Covid-19 and 

politics - and write about 

something far more inter-

esting (to me at least). 

 

Therefore, I turned my 

attention to an article I 

wrote a few years ago for 

a newsletter I was in-

volved with.  It was writ-

ten with long-distance, 

short-handed cruisers in 

mind, but it is just as 

relevant to crewed week-

end sailors.  The princi-

pals are the same and 

results equally so. 

 

SHORT-HANDED 

CRUISERS 

 

Long-range cruising 

means getting the most 

out of your sails, and here 

are 10 tips in an effort to 

achieve this: 

 

It is not always possible 

to sail downwind. 

 

No matter what your con-

figuration is, even with in

-mast furling, you still 

have to use the mainsail 

to balance the helm and 

create or decrease power. 

 

COMMODORE, Stuart Gough 

becomes much easier 

to douse the headsails 

than wrestle with the 

main if caught out. 

3. Adjust as you go.  To 

achieve optimum boat 

speed, make sure you 

are using the main to 

its maximum effect.  

Adjust the main when 

you adjust the rudder.  

Sailing closer to the 

wind, trim the main 

as you go.  Equally, 

when heading off the 

wind, ease the main 

early so that the bow 

can fall off without 

having to battle the 

main to do it.  These 

small adjustments 

will make a big differ-

ence to your daily run. 

4. Keep watching the 

telltales.  Use the tell-

tales to trim the sail.  

There should be tell-

tales streaming from 

the ends of the bat-

tens on conventional 

mainsails, or from the 

leech of roller furling 

mainsails.  If you 

don’t have them...add 

some!  When the sail 

is well-trimmed, the 

telltales will stream 

aft.  If the telltales 

flutter to the wind-

ward side of the sail, 

pull in on the main-

sheet.  If the telltales 

are fluttering to the lee-

ward side, ease the main-

sheet.   

5. Watch the outhaul control 

line.  Often the telltales will 

be out of sync because the 

sail has too much or too lit-

tle twist.  In light airs, you 

need more shape and twist.  

Therefore, haul the traveler 

to windward, ease the boom 

vang, and ease the outhaul 

to release the foot. 

6. Similarly, don’t forget the 

traveler.  In stronger air, 

tighten the outhaul, haul 

down on the vang, and ease 

the traveler to leeward.  In 
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SOCIAL CHAIR, Elke Quinn 

VICE COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

I regret that I had to cancel the Pot 

Luck and Bingo.  There simply was not 

enough participation to warrant the 

expense and effort that goes into these 

socials.  Evidently, there is concern 

among many about being in close prox-

imity within a closed building environ-

ment.  Given that it was the middle of 

August, we could hardly do anything 

out of doors! 

 

As I am working diligently to put to-

gether something for September and/or 

October that will be out of doors, I get 

a notification from the Savannah 

Yacht Club that they will NOT HOST 

our Change of Watch in Novem-

ber.  So here I go again! 

 

I still haven’t finalized anything 

for September and/or October.  

HOWEVER, thanks to JAN AND 

GREG VACH, we have a lovely 

location that will meet our needs.   

They will sponsor us to use their 

clubhouse at Long Point for a very 

reasonable fee. 

 

The facilities are lovely and 

WIDE OPEN and there is a very 

large sheltered open area!  It will 

be quite a departure from our tra-

ditional event, but I think fun never-

theless.  It will be a CASUAL, CA-

TERED LUNCHEON from 12:00 

noon to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, No-

vember 14, at the Long Point Club-

house on Whitemarsh Island. 

 

I am not going to mail invitations this 

year, but will expect RSVP’s since I 

will need a head count both for the 

caterers and for our sponsors, Greg 

and Jan. 

lighter air, move it in to give the 

sail more shape. 

7. Rigging a preventer:  Preventers, 

vangs, and boom brakes will 

help you control the most dan-

gerous piece of gear on the 

boat...the boom.  Preventers are 

lines that run from the end of 

the boom to the foredeck to keep 

the sail from accidentally jibing 

across the boat when running 

downwind.   

8. The Boom vang is a rigid adjust-

able strut that runs from the 

boom to the base of the mast.  

But they can also be block-and-

tackle rigs that run from the 

middle of the boom to the middle 

of the side decks, also helping to 

prevent jibes and allowing you to 

flatten and control the sail.  

Loose vangs work really well in 

lumpy conditions when the boom 

is bouncing around. 

9. The Boom Brake:  They are de-

vices that attach to the middle of 

the boom and allow you to con-

trol the side-to-side movement of 

the boom from the safety of the 

cockpit.  For short-handed cruis-

ing, a boom brake is invaluable.  

It can also act as a jibe control-

ler/preventer. 

10. The mainsail is the boat’s work-

horse.  It will provide the energy 

and power needed to get the best 

from your boat.  Learn how to 

control it and make it work for 

you...not the other way around. 

 

Whilst written essentially with short

-handed sailors in mind, these tips 

offer the same value to skippers with 

crews in all types of sailboats - either 

cruising or racing. 

I have had a hard time letting go of 

boats. Many of you, I hope, have ex-

perienced the same sentiments since 

memories were formed with those 

boats. And we need to hold onto 

those memories.  

 

An old friend who bought our 1981 

11-foot Boston Whaler from us 

wants to buy it back. He grew up on 

it, and he wants it back for his 

daughters to enjoy. The problem is 

that my son has his memories in-

vested in the boat as well. If there is 

anyone in the club who can offer boat 

counseling, get in touch please.  

 

It is safe to say that if your boat time 

must be divided between multiple 

boats, you have to commit more time 

to maintain each one.  So, I am com-

mitting to the minimalist approach. 

My wife told me to do so anyway. I 

am not a minimalist yet, but I am a 

survivalist. I will do what she says. 

Her rule is that any additional boat 

requires two to leave our flotilla.  

 

My plans for a bigger sailboat are 

slowly coming together but, hope-

fully, I will hide this issue of the 

Rhumb Line from her. 
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CRUISE CHAIR, Judy Grissette 

Geechee Sailing Club’s 

ANNUAL SIGNATURE 

CRUISE (since the 1970’s) 

 
The cruise is September 5, 6, and 7 

(Labor Day Weekend) at Harbour 

Town.  Call Leslie at 843/363-8335 

for your reservation.  There is 

plenty of space and the restaurants 

and pool are open. 

 

Bring an appetizer to the cocktail 

party under the big oak tree at 4:00 

Saturday.  Bring a brunch item 

Sunday at 10:00, also under the big 

tree.  The club will provide mimo-

sas. 

 

Bring your bikes or rent them.  At 12:00 

on Sunday, we all set off on the famous 

bike parade to South Beach Marina for 

ice cream or signature cocktails and 

browsing the shops.  It would be nice to 

advertise ourselves in a white Geechee t

-shirt, no matter how old.  Tim and I 

have plenty, if you need one.  Bike back 

at your own leisure and enjoy the pool. 

and it is transferable to any subsequent 

owner of the boat. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must maintain a record, going 

back at least one year, of the name 

and location of the pump-out facilities 

you use to empty your holding system 

and the dates of such use. 

 

 

 

A Fun Book to Keep On Board 

A favorite book of mine is Dave Zobel’s 

Bent Book of Boatspeak.  If you get a 

chance, get yourself a copy.  Here is an 

excerpt: 

 

“In a sense, the most important line on 

a boat is the bow line, for this is the 

boat’s leash, and as it goes - when it 

goes - so goes the rest of the boat.  If the 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

goal is to keep the boat from, say, 

drifting out to sea with no one 

aboard, then the savvy navy will 

take a moment to secure the bow 

line to something.  (The exception-

ally savvy navy will take an addi-

tional moment to make sure that 

the something isn’t itself drifting 

out to sea.) 

 

When throwing a heavy bow line to 

shore (in the vain hope that some 

kind passerby will chance upon it, 

pick it up, and manage to snub it 

around a piling in time to keep 

your ship from crunching into 

someone else’s at top speed), bear 

in mind that eight times out of ten, 

your throw will fall short and the 

line will land in the water far from 

the pier.   

 

It is for this reason that the heav-

ing line was invented:  a short, 

lightweight line attached to the 

free end of a heavier line.  The 

heaving line, being lighter than the 

heavier line, can be thrown farther 

and thus stands a good chance of 

landing in the water a little closer 

to the pier.” 

 

The Discharge Of Waste 

All boats, including houseboats and 

floating cabins, equipped with a ma-

rine toilet must have a waste-water 

holding system to prevent the dis-

charge of waste products into sur-

rounding waters. 

 

A marine toilet is considered to be 

any equipment for installation on-

board a boat which is designed to 

receive, retain, treat or discharge 

sewage and any process to treat 

such sewage. A "porta-pottie" is not 

considered to be a marine toilet.  

 

It is illegal for a boat to pump out 

sewage from a waste-water holding 

system or from a portable toilet or 

marine sanitation device into sur-

rounding waters, except into an ap-

proved pump-out facility or into a 

sewer system located on dry land. 

 

All boats equipped with a marine 

toilet must be registered with the 

Georgia Department of Natural Re-

sources. You will be issued a Marine 

Toilet Certificate decal which must 

be affixed to the hull adjacent to the 

boats registration number. The one-

time certification fee is $5.00. No 

renewal of the certificate is required 

Some folks drive over on Sunday.  

We want to see those famous faces 

again (Lotts, Highsmiths, Camp-

bells, Gilmores, Hernandezes, Ol-

sons, etc.) 
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Well, there goes another month, 

and many of us still don’t feel 

comfortable getting together as 

Geechees unless it is at an open-

air location.  I hope everyone has 

been well and has gotten all 

those projects completed that 

you never seemed to have time 

to do before.   

 

Since I moved at the beginning 

of April, I have been unpacking 

and getting settled in my new 

home in The Cottages of Caus-

ton Bluff.  I have also been work-

ing in my new yard trying to 

make it look better.  I have so-

cial distanced in the cul-de-sac 

with new neighbors and some 

friends for drinks, and have 

Face-Timed with my grandchil-

dren.  I have even learned how 

to Zoom in order to see friends 

and attend some meetings. 

 

I have been wondering...what 

have you been doing?  I con-

tacted a few members and this is 

what they had to say: 

 

GREG VACH:  “With all the 

rain, I’ve been busy watching 

the grass grow.  Really, you can 

measure it every day and chart 

it.  Maybe in another life I will 

be an Agronomist. “ 

 

HUGH ROBINSON:  “The  

Robinsons are getting a little stir 

crazy, basically doing next to 

nothing and socially inactive.  

Alice did her tax preparation 

work until the middle of July 

and then was laid off until early 

September when she will be 

working several days a week.  

Hugh has been working out at the 

YMCA three days a week following 

all the safety procedures and their 

prescribed protocols.  So far, we 

have been lucky to escape the bug 

and not go completely nuts.  And 

what’s great...we are still talking to 

each other.” 

 

RICHARD AND LINDA OLSON:  

“For us, we have been doing very 

little, except for Linda’s knee re-

placement, and a stroke and UTI 

infection for me.  We don’t socialize 

at all.  We do visit Linda’s mother 

each week.  We’ve been working on 

Meridian and our Boston Whaler 

and, hopefully, will try to make a 

small cruise to Bradley Point.  My 

feeling about Covid-19, for me, is 

that it will be a death sentence if I 

get it.  My medical background is 

to blame for that.” 

 

I saw on Facebook that our new 

members (Rose Oughtred, Hilary 

Jones, and Erin Ballou) partici-

pated with Angela Margolit in the 

Hook Race.  This is what Rose had 

to say about it: 

 

ROSE OUGHTRED:  “This Hook 

Race was so 2020 with no wind 

that it turned into an endurance 

test.  But we tied for 1st place in 

our class!  Fun weekend despite 

the social distancing.” 

 

In Monday’s paper (8/24/2020), I 

saw the article about the Hook 

Race. Angela was quoted in the ar-

ticle, and the gals that were on Ed 

Owen’s Perigrine representing the 

GSC tied for 1st Place in the Cruis-

ing Class along with John Long’s 

Andiamo of the GSC .  For those of 

you who are a little slow - like 

me - John Long is Capt. Long 

John, AKA Dawson!  Congratu-

lations to these sailors! 

 

Commodore Stuart Gough has 

been busy.  He has sold his CD 

28 Tintagel to Gray Smith, a 

new member, and has purchased 

a CD 36 out of Charleston which 

he will be bringing back to Sa-

vannah soon.  So now his Aloha 

32 Tintagel will be taken to Sail 

Harbor and put up for sale.  Talk 

to Stuart if you are in the mar-

ket for a great boat. 

 

I also saw some thought-

provoking words that may help 

during this time of separation 

from friends and family: 

 

Don’t let social distance lead to 

emotional distance. 

Reach out, open up, and let people 

in. 

We may not be able to be with each 

other right now, but we can still be 

there for each other. 

(Lori Deschene) 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 

“We were hoping you could work from 

work today.” 
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RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit 

Low Country Hook Race, 

https://

www.regattanetwork.com/

event/20203  

 
The key words for the Hook Race 2020 

are: no wind! 

 

I was on Peregrine along with my 

women’s racing team:  Hilary, Rose, 

and Erin, all of whom are now Geechee 

members!  Peregrine races in the Cruis-

ing Class, which has the heaviest and 

deepest draft boats.  In a multi-class 

race, the slowest boats go first.  The 

starting-line sequence is five minutes, 

but the postponement flag can go up 

with one minute left.  And it did - not 

once, not twice, but THREE times.  

When the horn finally went off on the 

fourth try, we could barely get over the 

start line.  

 

After we were far enough out, the next 

class (Non-spinnaker) was in sequence, 

and they were able to start on the first 

try.  The final (and largest) Spinnaker 

class was also able to start on the first 

try.  Those two classes passed the 

cruisers relatively quickly. 

 

Sailing out of Calibogue Sound, we 

had to watch for significant sub-

merged breakwater.  We then had to 

keep out of the way of the Tybee 

Roads container ship traffic as we 

headed for the next mark, G5 (which 

is over four nautical miles due east 

from Tybee North Beach).  

 

The Hook Race is almost 30 miles 

long - and that is as the crow flies.  

After going only about seven miles in 

three hours, I called the Principal 

Race Officer.  By that point, several 

boats had already dropped out.  Mer-

cifully, she shortened the course to 

R2W, the southernmost mark at the 

entrance to Wassaw Sound. 

 

While still over six nautical miles 

from the new finish line at R2W, 

there were only two boats still racing 

in the Cruising Class.  At the speed 

we were going, it would have been 

well past dark by the time we 

crossed the line.  The PRO asked me 

to communicate with the other cap-

tain, our very own Dawson Long, to 

see if we could decide who was the 

winner based on our current posi-

tion.   After several chart plotter dis- 

 

cussions and calculations, we 

agreed to a tie for First Place. 

 

Out of the 22 boats who registered 

for the race, twelve hung in there 

to finish it! 

 

But the camaraderie of those sail-

ing together was very enjoyable.  

From the caravan of boats going up 

to Hilton Head on Friday, to the 

conversations Friday night, and 

the on-the-water antics throughout 

Saturday, we made plenty of good 

memories.  And isn’t that what it’s 

all about? 

 

Next up: 

 

Leukemia/McIntosh Cup: 

 https://www.regattanetwork.com/

event/21203 

 

This is primarily a fund-raiser for 

the Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-

ety.  The Savannah Yacht Club is 

combining this regatta with the 

McIntosh Cup, which was sup-

posed to be held earlier this year.  

Please visit the Regatta Network 

site for more information and to 

register.   

Dawson’s Andiamo 

Peregrine 

 

https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/20203
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/20203
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/20203
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21203
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21203
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I had a notion to go a-shrimping back in 

the days when cast nets were made out 

of cotton and weighed about 30+ pounds 

when wet.  While I was rich with family 

and friends, financially it was a differ-

ent story.  I did not own a cast net, so I 

borrowed one from my aunt who lived 

on Talahi Island.   

 

Of course, back then all the nets were 

hand-made.  Many of you may recall 

that fellow who would ride his bicycle 

all around town wearing his white rub-

ber deck boots and would custom make 

shrimp nets for anyone that would ask.  

Anyway, my aunt’s instructions where 

explicit: “DO NOT lose my cast net!”  

Well, I lost it.    

 

It was a late afternoon and the tide was 

just coming out of the marsh grass -   

just perfect for catching shrimp.   I had 

been shrimping many-many times be-

fore, mostly off that same aunt and un-

cle’s dock in Camoose Creek.  This time 

I was on the bow of the semi-trusty 

“Ineedatow”, my 1972 model, 17 foot 

MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

Cobia Holiday runabout.  I was 

casting somewhere near the 

launch ramp at Butterbean Beach 

and had a small hoard of shrimp 

on the boat.   

 

I threw the net out again and 

when I started retrieving it, the 

net caught on something and the 

line broke leaving me with about 

eight feet of line in hand and no 

net!  My aunt’s words kept run-

ning through my head, “DO NOT 

lose my cast net!”  This was a 

very oyster-shell-rich area so, 

rather than jumping in the water, 

Our Geechee Sailing Club water bottles are here!  Put 

away your Wal-Mart bottle and show your club spirit 

by buying and using ours! 

 

They are 25 ounces, heavy duty, non-leaking, and 

have a built-in straw.  Our burgee is printed on one 

side and our name on the other.  They are $10 each. 

 

Text me (Linda Howard) at 658-7398 or email to 

howardhome@comcast.net and let me know how many 

to hold for you.  I will bring them to you at the next 

gathering, or we can figure out a way to get them to 

you. 

I dug around with my paddle and 

then with a crab net that I kept on 

the boat - but to no avail.  

 

With the outgoing tide and the wind, 

the boat had shifted, so I was no 

longer sure of the exact spot of the 

net.   I searched for well over an hour 

with no luck and it was getting dark.  

Resigned with facing my aunt I 

started pulling up the anchor.   

 

Low and behold... the net was caught 

on my anchor...and was soon on the 

boat! 

 

THEY’RE HERE! 
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SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

I’m out for a walk on the beach in 

the Ft. Screven area of Tybee Island.  

It’s after 6 o’clock, but the setting 

sun is still broiling, and within min-

utes I ditch my socks and shoes to 

take advantage of the cool lapping 

water along the shoreline.   

 

I’m traveling north toward the tip of 

the island, the jetties being the turn-

around point of my exercise route.  

It’s low tide and I look forward to 

passing by the sandbar area where 

the largest gathering of birds I’ve 

ever seen can be found.  Tonight I’m 

looking for one bird in particular in 

hopes of snapping a few pictures to 

make a positive ID later on.  

 

Before long, I see dozens and dozens 

of pelicans, sandpipers, and several 

types of seagulls.  My quarry is easy 

to spot.  Its bright red and black-

tipped beak, white diagonal striped 

head, and red legs are in stark con-

trast to the soft grey and white 

plumage of its companions.   

 

I cautiously inch forward while eas-

ing out my phone for a few furtive 

shots.  Despite my stealthy ap-

proach, the birds begin to look nerv-

ous and are now poised for takeoff.  I 

have several, slightly blurry images, 

but enough to work with.  Deciding 

not to risk a multitude of sea birds 

flying overhead, I slowly back away 

and resume my walk, giving them 

wide berth on the return trip.   

 

Back at home, I consult my Birds of 

Georgia field guide and determine 

my feathery friend is a Black Skim-

mer.  The Black Skimmer is a spe-

cies in the family Laridae that also 

includes gulls and terns.  According 

to the field guide, they gather in 

large colonies, although I have only 

observed one or two amongst a group 

of their close relatives.  Close in size 

to a Laughing Gull, they have a 

three foot wingspan that is glossy 

black on the topside and snowy 

white on the underside.  Their bill is 

unusually long, the lower bill pro-

truding well beyond the upper, and 

has earned them the nicknames Scis-

sorbill and Razorbill.    

 

Hopefully, I will have an opportunity 

in the near future to observe them 

fishing.  Similar to the pelican, it 

flies closely above the surface of the 

water.  Instead of plunging head-

first, the unique bill shape of the 

Black Skimmer allows it to slice 

through the water and capture small 

fish and shrimp.  In some areas 

Black Skimmers will migrate com-

pletely to South America, but here in 

coastal Georgia they are year-round 

residents.   

 

I look forward to seeing these beau-

ties on beach walks no matter the 

season and maybe eventually getting 

that perfect photo! 

This was too small to 

read last month, so 

we’ll try again. 
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Mercury outboard, motor, 2.5 hp, 4 stroke - $300     Rich Moore (mooregames1@comcast.net) 

Nissan outboard motor, 5 hp, 4 stroke - $300       

 

Northill Storm Anchor, foldable and stainless steel. $250.  Call Tommy Howard,  

658-4281 

 

Looking for Code Zero in good condition for 40’ boat (contact Rich Moore 

at mooregames1@comcast.net) 

 

2020 OFFICERS 

FOR SALE 

Commodore ························· Stuart Gough  

Vice Commodore ················· Dawson Long  

Past Commodore ················· Kevin Quinn 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ························· Elke Quinn  

Cruise Chair ························· Judy Grissette  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last 

name of one of our members: 

F S I H R F E  

H I L T W S E  __ __ __ __ __ __ 

K E R Y A B 

N E O L M 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398) 

Answers to last month’s Scramble: H I G H S M I T H 

ENGLISH 

THEME     
HANDSOME 

THIMBLE 


