
  

 

 

 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 

honey-do list. Don’t let 

saving the world distract 

you from the selfish goals 

of getting a bigger boat. I 

still am on the quest to 

utilize my Captain’s Li-

cense. If you have not con-

tributed to the “Get Daw-

son a Bigger Boat Fund,” 

you have all of 2021 to do 

so.  

 

In addition to that contri-

bution, please take the 

opportunity to contribute 

to the Rhumb Line so 

your stories may be 

shared. You can see that 

my musings have been 

recycled. 

 

We have an intriguing 

opportunity to enjoy fel-

February 2021 Issue 

MEETINGS:  After the 
Pandemic is over: 

Every second Monday 
of the month at Carey 

Hilliard’s,  
3316 Skidaway Rd.  

Order dinner at 6:00; 
meeting at 7:00. 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB’S 
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& PARTIES 
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geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com 

FACEBOOK: 

Geechee Sailing Club 

We are the perfect club to 

keep it outside for our 

activities. Whether it is 

cruising to unique desti-

nations or our old favor-

ites, we should not slow 

down.  

 

I am making the commit-

ment to not sit down too 

long to watch the news. I 

have hit the honey-do list 

to check off the contingen-

cies to getting a bigger 

boat. I am in the table 

design and construction 

phase which followed the 

new deck boards. (I had to 

find a use for the extra 

wood.) 

 

The life lesson I learned is 

to stay on task with the 

VICE COMMODORE, Mary Ellen Sprague 

COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

lowship at a distance this 

year when we introduce 

remote meetings. This 

month, we will initiate 

Zoom meetings which 

will include speakers 

such as Bobby Hughes 

from the Ships of the Sea 

Museum on February 8th 

at 7:00 PM. There are 

other upcoming speakers 

as well.  

 

Also, we want to expand 

your wheelhouse by in-

troducing longer cruises 

under the leadership of 

Larry Sprague. There are 

some great opportunities 

this year, so please stay 

connected with your fel-

low Geechees. 

 

Mr. Bobby Hughes will be speaking 

February 8th at our first general mem-

bership meeting of the year. Due to 

COVID, the meeting will be via 

ZOOM. Mr. Hughes is an entrepre-

neur for the Savannah Ships of the 

Sea Museum. He can speak on many 

historical naval topics, and we have 

chosen one of his favorites: “Blockade 

Runners of the Civil War in Savan-

nah.” Please join us! 

As your new Vice-Commodore, my job 

is to provide the most entertaining 

and educational speakers possible for 

our meetings. I want everyone in the 

club to look forward to each and 

every meeting with great anticipa-

tion and to leave feeling that they 

have had a most enjoyable experi-

ence.  

 

To that end, I am sending out a 

questionnaire to increase the 

Board’s knowledge of your inter-

ests.  When you see it in your e-

mailbox, please take the time to fill 

it out.   

 

Great Speakers = Great 

Meetings. 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 

WATCH FOR EMAILS 

I’M NOT BUY ING A 2021 

PLANNER 

UNTIL I SEE THE TRAILER! 

2020 
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magnificent scenery and the 24,000-

acre historic district with more than 

130 historical national landmarks.”  It 

says that the prettiest part of the Ash-

ley is “a 15-mile swath known locally as 

“plantation row” that winds through 

three pre-Revolutionary plantations:  

Drayton Hall, Magnolia Plantation and 

Gardens, and Middleton Place.  The 

river affords unobstructed views of 

these well-manicured English-style gar-

dens.  The 1738 Georgian Palladian 

style home of Drayton Hall is clearly 

visible from the water and a remark-

able historical treasure.” 

 

Then there’s Shem Creek where all the 

shrimp boats and restaurants are.  The 

creek’s entrance is located on the east 

side of the harbor at Red Marker 16, 

with the best route through the Mount 

Pleasant Channel.  Along the way you 

pass two sea forts:  Pinckney and Sum-

ter, the sites of early battles in the Civil 

War.  You will also find stately homes 

since this is the most desirable real es-

tate in Charleston. 

 

(Next month’s issue will cover from 

Charleston south.) 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

I read an article in BoatUS about 

Low Country cruising and want to 

share a little about what there is 

between here and Charleston that 

we love - starting with Charleston 

and coming south. (Going or com-

ing to Charleston requires our 

trawler to spend a night on the 

hook at Beaufort, which is a very 

pleasant stop-over.)   

 

The waterways between Beaufort 

and Charleston go through the 

heart of the 350,000-acre Wildlife 

Refuge and are named the Ashe-

poo, Combahee, and Edisto Rivers 

where there is abundant threat-

ened and endangered wildlife.   

 

The article mentions that, al-

though navigating is “pretty much 

a breeze,” the St. Helena and the 

Port Royal Sounds “at times look 

and feel like the open ocean.”  You 

can read a lot of truth into that 

remark!! 

 

In Charleston, the Ashley River is 

the city’s main thoroughfare.  It is 

a 36-mile tidal river “that features 

SPRING!  WHERE ARE YOU?!  If 

you’re like me, I am counting the 

days until we can “hit the water,”  

whether with the club or with our 

long-distance traveling buddies, Tim 

& Judy.   

 

The four of us have been doing this 

for years, and it gives us something 

to look forward to. The first major 

trip we take is in April or May when 

we head to points south for a month.  

In the interim, we cruise over to 

Harbour Town in Hilton Head, or 

maybe to Charleston or Beaufort, 

but a “real vacation” during the epi-

demic is an extended time on our 

boats. 

 

Cruises with the club are lots of fun, 

but with Covid-19, we haven’t been 

able to do much lately. However...  

we are looking at a more hopeful 

2021 with us getting vaccinated.  I 

would like to think that maybe mid-

year we will get back to cruising and 

socials.  Meanwhile, we are going to 

try Zoom Membership Meetings un-

til we can meet again at Hilliard’s.  

You will be getting an email about 

that. 
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RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit  

 

First, An Update: 

Your Geechee Sailing Club will again host the Annual St. Patrick's Regatta - for the 

42nd year - on March 20-21.  Due to the popularity of the format we adopted last 

year, there will again be a Pursuit Race on Sunday.  Regular Fleet Races (at least 

three) will take place on Saturday. 

 

Since we expect to still be social-distancing in March, there will be no formal gather-

ings.  The Competitors' Meeting on Friday evening will be via Zoom. 

 

Please sign up via Regatta Network, where the Notice of Race has already been 

loaded:  https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21525  

 

New This Year: 

Both skippers in need of crew and crew looking for a boat are encouraged to use the Regatta Network->Newsroom 

& Results->Crew Board 

 

When signing up for the regatta, skippers will be asked if they need help with lodging.  Note that the Sponsor form 

can be downloaded from our website at: https://www.geecheesailingclub.org/racing. If it will be too late to put their 

logo on the RED long-sleeve wicking shirts, we will display their logo on our website. 

 

Thanks to all who have answered my calls for help so far! 

 

Also: 

Please mark your calendars for a two-part review and discussion of the Racing Rules for 2021-2024, presented 

by Jerry Thompson (US Sailing Certified Regional Race Officer and Judge) and JD Rosser (US Sailing National 

Judge). 

 

I had attended an earlier session, sponsored by Joleen Rasmussen, the PRO for our St. Patrick's Regatta.  It was 

very informative and well done.  Wanting to have Savannah area racers to see this, Jerry agreed to hold another 

one just for us! 

 

The first session will take place on Monday, Feb. 22 and the second on Wednesday, Feb. 24. 

Both sessions will run from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm via Zoom. 

 

Anyone who wants to attend needs to send me an email – amargolit@hotmail.com, as we are limiting it to sixteen.  

 

Sail Club / Racing Links 

http://www.charlestonoceanracing.com (CORA)  https://charlestonraceweek.com (CORA) 

https://chathamsailing.org (CSC)  https://www.geecheesailingclub.org (GSC) 

https://hryc.com (HRYC)  http://regattanetwork.com 

https://sayra-sailing.membershiptoolkit.com   http://www.scyachtclub.com/yachting (SCYC) 

https://skidawayislandboatingclub.org (SIBC)  www.yachtclubhh.org (YCHHI) 

 

(See next page for 2021 Calendar of Local Regattas) 

https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21525
https://www.geecheesailingclub.org/racing
mailto:amargolit@hotmail.com
http://www.charlestonoceanracing.com
https://charlestonraceweek.com
https://chathamsailing.org
https://www.geecheesailingclub.org
https://hryc.com
http://regattanetwork.com
https://sayra-sailing.membershiptoolkit.com
http://www.scyachtclub.com/yachting
https://skidawayislandboatingclub.org
http://www.yachtclubhh.org
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TREASURER - Pat Howard 

$$ 2020 Financial Results $$ 

The Geechee Sailing Club began the 

year in good financial condition – we 

had funds to cover planned expenses, 

and our investment continued growing 

nicely.  Then after the first quarter, 

the world around us changed. The 

Board reacted well to the changes and 

curtailed spending plans to meet the 

new reality. 

Member dues held steady with the 

addition of several new 

Geechees, resulting in $6,025 

of total income. 

The Race Committee conducted a 

very successful St. Patrick’s 

Regatta and, by cancelling the 

Awards Banquet, actually 

turned a profit on the event. 

We were able to enjoy four social 

events, and the expenses were 

kept at a minimum of $2,600 

for the year. 

 

 

 

Administrative expenses and 

new audio/visual equipment 

purchased early in the year 

accounted for the balance of 

our costs. 

At the end of the year, our 

club managed to break 

even for 2020, and our in-

vestment grew by over 13%. 

 

As 2021 begins, we have enough cash 

in our checking account to fund oper-

ating expenses while still having 

some Social and Cruising fun.  

Please let me know if you ever have 

any questions regarding the Geechee  

Club finances. 

Here’s to smooth sailing in the year 

ahead. 

 

Here is the calendar of local area regattas (see our website for regional and long-

distance races): 

 

Frostbite Series (CSC)………………………………………………………………. Feb 6, 20, Mar 6 

St. Patrick’s Regatta (GSC)………………………………….…………….……….. Mar 20-21 

Lightning Regatta (SYC)……………………………………………………………. March 26-27 

Charleston Race Week (CORA)…………………………………………………….. Apr 8-11 

Quicksilver Cup, Charleston to Port Royal (CORA)…………………………….. Apr 23-24 

Windmill Harbour Regatta and DDS&A Cup……………………………………. May 1-2 

Wassaw Cup (SYC)…………………………………………………………………… May 15-16 

Grady Foster Memorial Regatta (SYC)………………….……………………….... June 13 

Summer Sailstice Ocean Sprint (CSC)…………………………………………….. June 19 

Hook Race, Hilton Head to Savannah (YCHHI/SIBC)……………..……………. Sept 18 

Oktoberfest Regatta (CSC)…………………………………………………………... Sept 25-26 

Harbour Town Cup & Calibogue Cup (YCHHI)…………………………………... Oct 2-3 

Ocean Challenge Regatta (CSC)…………………………………………………….. Oct. 9-10 

Leukemia Cup Regatta (SYC)………………………………………………………... Oct 16 

McIntosh Cup (SYC) ………………………………………………………….……..… Oct 16-17 
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CRUISE CHAIR, Larry Sprague 

We are in the process of finalizing our 

cruising calendar for 2021. We cur-

rently have cruises planned starting 

with the shakedown cruise in March 

and with the last cruise being in Octo-

ber to coincide with the Bluffton Arts 

Festival. 

 

Mary Ellen and I took a seven-day trip 

on Second Wind down to Brunswick. I 

never thought that I would spend a 

vacation in Brunswick, but such is 

cruising. We left Monday afternoon 

and spent the first night in Walburg 

Creek on the north end of St. Cath-

erine’s Island. We arrived as darkness 

fell but, thanks to our GPS and the 

fading light, we were able to find a 

good spot to drop anchor. There was 

one other boat down the creek from us. 

 

The next morning we departed by 7:00 

am and continued down Walburg 

Creek until it rejoined the ICW. We 

took the ICW to the south end of St. 

Catherine’s and then headed out to the 

ocean from Sapelo Sound. The ICW is 

about the closest it will come to the 

ocean between Savannah and Bruns-

wick at that point.  

 

Once we reached about three miles 

out, we turned towards Brunswick, let 

out our sails, and turned off the mo-

tor. The breeze was perfect at 12 to 

17 knots and we were able to sail on 

a beam reach, often making 6.5 to 7 

kts. For the next four-and-a-half to 

five hours we slipped along at a 

steady pace in one- to two-foot seas. 

Mary Ellen thought it was a bit 

chilly, as the temperature was only 

in the mid 50’s, but warm clothes, 

hot soup, and the pleasure of slip-

ping through God’s beautiful ocean 

was all the warmth that I required. 

 

When we reached the Brunswick 

channel, we powered up again and 

motor-sailed the next two hours to 

the Brunswick Municipal Marina. 

Along the way, we passed the Golden 

Ray which is being cut up. The stern 

is now resting on a barge adjacent to 

the Brunswick Municipal Marina. 

We spent the first night on the boat, 

NEVER IN A MILLION 

YEARS DID I 

THINK I WOULD GO TO 

THE BANK 

WEARING A MASK AND 

ASK FOR MONEY 

but then moved over to the Jekyll 

Island Club for two nights. In 

January their rates are lower, but 

this year they were the lowest we 

have seen in a long while. The 

trees were still lit with the Christ-

mas lights, and at night they were 

spectacular. While I love sleeping 

on the boat, a room in the Sans 

Souci cottage is hard to beat. 

 

By Saturday morning it was time 

to start the return trip back up the 

ICW. The wind was strong with 

gusts up to 25 kts, so motoring was 

the order of the day. We went 

through Little Mud River (about 

mile 190) at around mid-tide and 

had only one-and-a-half to two feet 

of water at times. An hour later 

and we would not have been able 

to make it.  We spent the night in 

the Wahoo River near the south 

end of St. Catherine’s, anchoring 

as the sun set.  

 

On Sunday we were “anchors 

away” as the sun rose, and we 

made it back to Savannah by mid-

afternoon.  It was a wonderful trip, 

and we look forward to many more 

this year with the rest of the 

Geechee Sailing Club. 
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SOCIAL CHAIR, Stuart Gough 

Happy New Year to all! We are cer-

tainly ready for a much better, 

healthier, and more social new year 

so we can meet, cruise, and socialize 

as Geechees again. This however, 

will take a few months - after we 

have all been given the Covid vac-

cine.  Hopefully, our local medical 

community can enable this to hap-

pen rapidly.   

 

But 2021 is here - and the Geechee 

Board has met and is looking for-

ward to a better year. The weather 

is still cool, and so socials will be 

hard to have in an outside venue.  

However, we decided that the most 

important thing for us is to try to 

get back to having our monthly 

meetings so that we can fellowship 

and learn about new things from 

speakers from our area.  

 

Since we could not do many of the 

activities we had hoped to do last 

year and are expecting that it will 

take a few months before we can get 

going again and meet in person this 

year, the Geechee Board has voted to 

reduce the membership dues to $60 for 

the entire year per couple or single. 

This includes the Membership Re-

newal Dues and a New Membership to 

our club.  

 

Please look for your Renewal form.  

Fill it in and send it with your check to 

Pat Howard our Treasurer, ASAP. 

This will help your club, and Linda 

Howard will be able to get us a new 

membership directory before Spring 

comes.  

 

I am happy to announce that we have 

started the year off with a bang!  We 

have a new member! His name is Ray 

Arnold. He visited with us back at the 

beginning of 2020 when we were still 

meeting at Cary Hilliard’s. He came as 

a guest of Heidi Cross, and she is 

sponsoring his membership to the 

Geechees.  Ray lives on the south side 

of Savannah and has had 20 years of 

boating with sailboats. He doesn’t 

own a boat now but is looking to 

purchase a trawler.   

 

He has had great conversations with 

Greg Vach and Tim Grissette about 

boating here in our area. He is anx-

ious to get back involved with boat-

ing and would very much like to 

crew for people.  He can be reached 

at: rayjarnold@gmail.com.  If you 

have the chance to talk or meet with 

Ray, please welcome him to our club. 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 

Hello Everyone.  Welcome to the 

February edition of the Geechee 

Rhumb Line…the first one of 2021 

and the first one for me in my posi-

tion as Social Chair.  

 

I should explain that, as a club, we 

are trying something different this 

year with our social activities 

(providing Covid 19 allows); namely, 

that we have put together a wonder-

ful team of experts from within the 

club and they, in turn, will create 

different social events throughout 

the year.  

 

So, in effect, we are getting a variety 

of ideas and suggestions from each 

of the ladies on the new social com-

mittee, and all I have to do is collect 

the information from them and pre-

sent it to the Board for approval. 

What could be better than 

that…they do all the work and I get 

all the glory!  

 

Joking aside and on a more serious 

note, I believe in reality: we are 

probably unlikely to be holding any 

social events, as we have come to 

know them, in the immediate future. 

It is a shame, but I’m sure most will 

agree that given the current circum-

stances and the uncertainty of the 

time-scale of this pandemic, it might 

be some time before we can get to a 

stage where we can revert to what we 

once considered normal.  In the mean-

time, it would be nice to have some 

feedback from the membership as to 

their thoughts on our future gather-

ings.  

 

Therefore could I ask each of you to 

consider what they would feel com-

fortable with regarding socials under 

the current circumstances and let 

me know? Send me an email with 

your ideas to: 

dstuartgough@gmail.com.  

 

Finally, I can assure you that the 

Geechee Board is not sitting back 

and simply waiting for things to im-

prove….we, as a team, are working 

and discussing various ways of 

safely socializing as Geechees once 

more. The social section is the heart-

beat of the club and we intend to 

keep it that way.  I can assure you 

that your input will be appreciated 

and acted upon.  

mailto:rayjarnold@gmail.com
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MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

My friends and I were avid water ski-

ers, usually going out both Saturday 

and Sunday and, many times during 

the long Summer days, an additional 

time during the week.  When high tide 

hit, we would pilot the boat close to the 

edge of the river and slalom back and 

forth into and out of the marsh grass, 

keeping a close eye out for logs.   

 

On a good day when traveling ocean-

side between Wassaw and Ossabaw, we 

would ski off-shore.  As fun as that 

sounds, though, it wasn’t particularly 

the best riding.  Even on a smooth day, 

the ocean swells played havoc with 

slaloming back and forth.    

When Winter set in, we were de-

termined to carry on.  I acquired 

from my brother-in-law an old, 

high-waisted, Mike Nelson-like, 

overlapping two-piece black wet-

suit.  The suit was very buoyant,  

making it awkward while floating 

on your back waiting for the boat 

driver to “hit it!”   

 

We successfully tried this in the 

Vernon River one semi-sunny 

February day. You are probably 

thinking, “Where can I sign up for 

that?,” but truth be told, it was 

better during the Summer.  For 

after your turn was over, huddled 

down, wrapped in a wet towel, pull-

ing another skier at 32 MPH or so, 

the wind cut to the bone.  It left one 

with a bit of a blue hue and chattery 

teeth. 

I drive out to Tybee Island fairly often 

and, while keeping one eye on the road, 

the other eye enjoys drinking in the ac-

tivity and progress at the old Williams’ 

Seafood site.   

 

I first wrote about The Savannah Boat-

house in the January 2020 Rhumb Line.  

At this time they had not yet begun con-

struction.  Now, with it looking nearly 

finished, I decided it was time for a fol-

low-up. I am very excited to report that 

they are scheduled to open on March 1, 

2021, and will be taking boat storage 

reservations soon! 

 

The dry storage buildings are ready for 

business, and their first occupant is  

 

SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

These mugs and bottles are going to be available 

whenever you want one.  Just let me know.  

Since we haven’t been able to get together regu-

larly, I’ve delivered a few. Everyone loves them, 

so you won’t be disappointed. 

 

The mugs are $12 and are microwavable and 

dishwasher safe - with a handle that you can 

grasp with your whole hand.  Our logo is on one  

step along the way on their social 

media.   

 

After viewing, I have a deeper appre-

ciation for marinas!  It really is fasci-

nating to see all the work that goes 

into creating one! 

ALWAYS AVAILABLE! 

perched on the rack.  The docks 

are complete and provide around 

2,000 linear feet of dockage.   

 

Spiffy custom railings fabricated 

in anodized aluminum adorn the 

gangways and stationery dock.  

The pavilion is finished and, as of 

this writing, the ship store is 

nearly done.  The fuel vaults and 

lines are installed, concrete 

poured...the list goes on and on!   

 

Be sure to check out their website 

at www.savannahboathouse.com 

for all the exciting details.  They 

also have lots of footage and pic-

tures of the construction at every 

side and part of our local navigation chart is 

on the other. The bottles are $10/each and 

also have our logo. 

 

 

http://www.savannahboathouse.com
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CHECK YOUR BOATS AND GARAGES...WHAT DO YOU 

NEED TO SELL? 

 

2020 OFFICERS 

FOR SALE 

Commodore ························· Dawson Long  

Vice Commodore ················· Mary Ellen Sprague 

Past Commodore ················· Stuart Gough 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ························· Stuart Gough  

Cruise Chairs ······················· Larry Sprague  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last 

name of one of our members: 

F E O C E F 

O G L I O                     __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

E C A D N 

R O M V E 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398) 

Answers to December’s Scramble: MARGOLIT  

GALAXY 

THERMO 

PRIVATE 

MIDDLE 


