
  

 

the sailing world for dec-

ades - with their books, 

videos, and TV series de-

tailing their world travels 

aboard Seraffyn and Tale-

isin.   

 

They circumnavigated the 

world, both east-about 

and west-about, sailing 

over 200,000 miles to-

gether.  They coined the 

expression, “Go simple, 

Go now.”  They chose the 

most simplistic lifestyle 

aboard their boats with 

no electronics and no mo-

tor.  Instead, for over 50 

years they navigated by 

the stars and used a lead 

weight for depth.  They 

became legends of the ul-

timate simplistic cruising 

lifestyle and lived a kind 

of life many thousands 

only dream about. 

 

I first met them both at 

the Annapolis Boat Show 

when I was working on 

the brand new Passport 

615 in 2009 when Larry 

came along to look at the 

boat.  We struck up a con-

versation and he invited 

me to come aboard his 

two  wooden boats 

(Serrafyn and Taleisin.”  

Both were on display at 

the show and were caus-

ing quite a lot of interest, 

with visitors lining the 
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Geechee Sailing Club 

Over the years I have 

been extremely fortunate 

and indeed exceptionally 

lucky to have met and, in 

some cases, befriended a 

considerable number of 

“sailing celebrities” from 

around the world - not 

that many of these people 

would even consider 

themselves celebrities, or 

even less, famous -  view-

ing it simply as a term 

applied by others to cate-

gorize them into a group 

of, shall we say, “more 

experienced sailors.” 

 

Invariably, I would get 

the opportunity to meet 

and spend a little time 

with some of these 

“experienced sailors” at 

the various international 

boat shows around the 

world whilst involved 

with Passport Yachts 

(London, Miami, Annapo-

lis, Newport, Paris, 

Southampton, Dubai, 

Dusseldorf…) 

 

I was sharply reminded of 

my good fortune in having 

experienced such pleas-

ures earlier today when I 

sadly learnt of the pass-

ing of one of these special 

people...Larry Pardey. 

 

Larry and his wife, Lin, 

were at the forefront of 

COMMODORE, Stuart Gough 

docks to take a look.  Ser-

rafyn had just been sold 

to new owners and Tale-

isin was there prepped 

and ready for her first 

serious offshore passage 

across the Atlantic. 

 

Over the next few days we 

used to meet up in the 

early morning at the ex-

hibitors’ side gate of the 

show and have a coffee 

together, which is where I 

first met his wife Lin. 

 

Sadly, Larry was diag-

nosed with Parkinson’s 

and Dementia a few years 

ago and spent his final 

days in a care home in his 

adopted country, New 

Zealand.   

 

In an extraordinary 

chance meeting in Octo-

ber of last year, I stood in 

line with a friend at a 

breakfast bar in down-

town Annapolis before the 

boat show opened when 

Lin Pardey walked up 

behind me.  We started 

chatting and she informed 

me of Larry’s poor health 

and unhappy state of af-

fairs.  Lin told me she was 

still sailing and had just 

completed circumnaviga-

tion of New Zealand on a 

“modern” sailboat that 

had such things as depth 

sounder, chart plotter, and ra-

dar.  She seemed quite taken 

with this new electronic wiz-

ardry! 

 

She is still writing and updat-

ing her books which she adver-

tises in my Facebook Sailing 

and Cruising group.  These 

books will remain as a lasting 

memory to a truly great sailor 

and a wonderful charming man 

who gave so much to the sailing 

community.   

 



2 

 

While it’s been too hot to sail, Joy 

and I have been working with the 

Skidaway Audubon Diamondback 

Terrapin Rescue Project, volunteer-

ing to help restore the local terrapin 

population to local waters.   

 

 

So far, the team has collected over 

3,000 eggs from 397 nests this sum-

mer, and they are beginning to 

hatch!  By the end of Summer, we 

hope to release a record number of 

hatchlings into the marsh.   

 

Please check out their site at 

https://skidawayaudubon.org/diamon

dback-terrapins to learn more. 

VICE COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

TREASURER, Pat Howard 

I have no doubt  that Lin will con-

tinue with the lifestyle she and 

Larry so lovingly enjoyed together, 

but sadly he will no longer be at the 

helm.  To a man who has inspired so 

many people around the world to 

take up the challenge and go sailing, 

I feel privileged to have met him and 

to have had the opportunity to learn 

from him. 

 

RIP Larry Pardey 

 

 

Larry & Lin Pardey 

There is nothing that speaks isola-

tion more than venturing to an is-

land such as Wassaw Island - as I 

did several months ago on the club’s 

cruise to the south end of Wassaw.   

 

The key to any successful cruise is to 

bring a mate who knows how to fix 

things.  I brought my friend Mike, 

an Engineer.  The English Major 

that I am never brings many me-

chanically sound ideas to the table. 

 

We went on an adventure to walk 

around the trail that skirts the wa-

ter’s edge from the back side to the 

front side.  However, after walking to 

the ocean side, we missed our en-

trance onto the Fire Trail.   

 

Mike retraced his steps and had to 

walk through the flooded trail due to 

the heavy rains earlier.  I, Captain 

Long John, so-called when I come up 

with brilliant ideas, ventured further 

northeast along the beach until I 

came to meet someone who showed 

me the path back to our anchorage. 

Wassaw Island is vast.  I am certain 

to have traversed three quarters of 

the perimeter of the island running 

and walking.  The experience was 

exhilarating. 

 

I encourage you to plan a small 

cruise and bring at least one other 

boat of friends.  Memories are made 

on the water and the destinations. 

The Geechee Sailing Club is an excel-

lent forum to get out and experience 

God’s wonderful creation. 
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CRUISE CHAIR, Judy Grissette 

Geechee Sailing Club’s 

ANNUAL SIGNATURE 

CRUISE (since the 1970’s) 

 
The cruise is September 5, 6, and 7 

(Labor Day Weekend) at Harbour 

Town.  Call Leslie at 843/363-8335 

for your reservation.  There is 

plenty of space and the restaurants 

and pool are open. 

 

Bring an appetizer to the cocktail 

party under the big oak tree at 4:00 

Saturday.  Bring a brunch item 

Sunday at 10:00, also under the big 

tree.  The club will provide mimo-

sas. 

 

Bring your bikes or rent them.  At 12:00 

on Sunday, we all set off on the famous 

bike parade to South Beach Marina for 

ice cream or signature cocktails and 

browsing the shops.  It would be nice to 

advertise ourselves in a white Geechee t

-shirt, no matter how old.  Tim and I 

have plenty, if you need one.  Bike back 

at your own leisure and enjoy the pool. 

 

 

 

 

GETTING RID OF BOAT ODORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You open up your boat to stow your food 

and “stuff” - getting ready for a great 

cruise, and you immediately reach for 

the room deodorizer!  Where is that 

odor coming from?!  Tom & Kathleen 

Schmidt sent in an article on how they 

won the battle over boat “aroma.” 

Here’s my summary: 

 

1. To all drains, sumps, and air condi-

tioning condensate pans add about 

1/8 cup of a mild household disinfec-

tant/cleaner such as a shower 

cleaner.  

2. With the refrigerator and freezer 

turned off, spray them with the 

cleaner and leave the doors ajar. 

Then spray the shower sump pumps 

and grates. 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

3. Pour 1/2 cup of this same disin-

fectant into the prop shaft 

stuffing box area so that the 

disinfectant follows the same 

drainage path to the bilge that 

the stuffing box drips use. 

4. Toilets!  Disinfect and clean 

the toilet bowl upper ring area 

to prevent seawater odors.  To 

the in-line filter housing, in-

stead of a filter cartridge, put a 

non-bleach “blue tablet” type of 

toilet-bowl treatment.  This 

treats the water whenever the 

toilet is used, pumps the solu-

tion throughout the sanitation 

hoses, and keeps waste odors 

away all week. 

 

The bilge, being the collection 

point for the refrigerator drains, 

the air conditioning condensate 

pan drain, and water coming in 

through the stuffing box makes it 

the prime culprit.  So...keep in 

mind that adding disinfectant to 

the areas under the stuffing box 

and air conditioning condensate 

pans finds its way to the main 

bilge, eliminating odors along the 

way.   

 

Happy olfactioning!! 

While reading my favorite magazine, 

Boat.U.S., I came across two articles 

that I want to share.  If you have 

already read them, I’m sorry to re-

peat, but here goes: 

 

 

 

NAVIGATION CHARTS FOR 

YOUR SMART PHONE 

 

There is now an app to actually put  

navigation charts on your smart 

phone or tablet, turning them into a 

marine GPS!  Using vector charts, it 

includes chart updates, dock-to-dock 

auto-routing, advanced map options, 

tracking, plotter sync, weather and 

tides, location sharing, and more.  

 

The app is free and 

the cost for the en-

tire chart of the USA 

is only $14.99/year.  

The Editor who 

wrote the article said 

that he went from 

Chesapeake Bay to 

Maine using only his 

iPad.  Charts for 

other countries are 

also available. 

 

Some folks drive over on Sunday.  

We want to see those famous faces 

again (Lotts, Highsmiths, Camp-

bells, Gilmores, Herandezes, Ol-

sons, etc.) 
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Our membership numbers are 

coming right along!!!  Thanks to 

Angela Margolit for sponsoring 

our newest member, Gray 

Smith.  I met Gray about a 

month ago.  He came to sail with 

Angela and others on Stuart’s 

smaller sailboat, Tintagel.   

 

Gray is from Hilton Head Island.  

He grew up sailing on Long Is-

land Sound and Southold Bay.  

He most recently has been sail-

ing with friends here in Savan-

nah and is looking forward to 

increasing his sailing activities.  

According to Angela, Gray has a 

passion for learning everything 

he can about sailing. 

 

From his membership applica-

tion, we also see that he wants 

to be involved with a lot of our 

club’s activities.  He most re-

cently purchased the 28’ Cape 

Dory, Tintagel, from Stuart.  Be 

sure to speak to Gray and help 

him feel a part of the Geechees 

at our next get-together.  We 

now have a total of 18 new mem-

bers so far in 2020! 

 

With so many new members and 

very few meetings and socials, it 

is hard for us to get to know the 

new members or make them feel 

welcome.  I have decided to add 

a new section to the member-

ship’s monthly Rhumb Line arti-

cle.  It is called “Member Spot-

light.”  This month we are fea-

turing Hilary Jones. 

 

*** 

 

 

Me:  How long have you lived in 

the Savannah area?  Where did 

you live before?  What brought you 

to the Savannah area? 

Hilary:  I have lived here in Sa-

vannah since November 2018.  I 

moved here from Maine following a 

divorce where I had lived for 15 

years.   

 

Me:  What is your current occupa-

tion? 

Hilary:  I’m a commercial real es-

tate appraiser.  I value hotels. 

 

Me:  How long have you been a 

member of the Geechee Sailing 

Club? 

Hilary:  One month. 

 

Me:  What got you interested in 

joining the club? 

Hilary:  Angela Margolit strong-

armed me.  She’s my skipper, so I 

had to comply or else walk the 

plank.  (Hilary is part of Angela’s 

all-women’s race team.) 

 

Me:  What have you enjoyed most 

so far about the club? 

Hilary:  The Memorial Day week-

end trip to Wassaw Creek. 

 

 

Me:  What activities are you look-

ing forward to with the Geechee 

Sailing Club? 

Hilary:  More trips and just being 

social. 

 

Me:  What do you enjoy doing in 

your spare time? 

Hilary:  Sailing.  I’m a boat whore.  

I’ll crew for anyone who’ll take me! 

 

 

Me:  What is your favorite boat-

ing experience? 

Hilary: I crossed the English 

Channel on a 40 ft. sailboat both 

ways. 

 

Me:  What’s something about 

you (a fun fact) that not many 

people know? 

Hilary:  I’m a really good, classi-

cally trained musician. 

 

Me:  What have you been doing 

during the pandemic? 

Hilary:  Working mostly and 

dreaming about the time I can 

travel again. 

 

*** 

This was so much fun getting to 

know Hilary better.  Now I have 

a lot more questions to ask her.  

I am looking forward to speaking 

to her again and, hopefully, it 

will be on the water! 

 

20 in 2020 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 



5 

 

SOCIAL CHAIR, Elke Quinn 

RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit 

On August 8-9, CORA is having 

their annual Savannah Cup, an 

overnight race from Charleston Har-

bor to the Savannah River Channel 

marker. The race is followed by a 

small social at the Westin in down-

town Savannah. Dockage is avail-

able at the Westin, and special room 

rates will be available. Contact 

CORA Rear Commodore for more 

info: charleslentrealty@gmail.com.  

 

After the Savannah Cup, consider 

moving your boat to Hilton Head for 

the August 22nd Low Country 

Hook Race, an offshore race from 

Harbour Town in Calibogue Sound 

to the Landings in the Wilmington 

River.  This short offshore day race 

is great fun and is expecting 15+ boats 

to participate.  Discounted dockage at 

the Harbour Town Yacht Basin is 

available. For more information reach 

o u t  t o  D o u g  P o w e l s o n 

at sailbonnieblue@gmail.com or 

visit https://www.regattanetwork.com/ 

event/20203  

 

Just after this race is Savannah Yacht 

Club’s annual Wassaw Cup.  Taking 

place on Saturday, August 29th, this 

regatta goes around the buoys and gov-

ernment marks. Contact SYC’s Adam 

Young at youngcms@yahoo.com, or 

C h a r l i e  U s h e r  a t  c h a s u -

sher@comcast.net, for more informa-

tion.  For those of you who aren’t rac-

Our next social will be August 15.  Be-

cause we still cannot have our monthly 

dinner meetings, we will once again 

have a short membership meeting at 

the beginning. 

 

My original idea was to have a Seafood 

Buffet and Bingo but, instead, we will 

have a Potluck Buffet and Bingo.  

Please bring a dish to share.  The club 

will provide beverages.  There will be 

Bingo winner prizes as well.   

 

The event will be held at the Marsh 

Harbor Clubhouse, 14 Marsh Harbor 

Drive S, compliments of Tom and 

Linda Howard.  Start time is 5:00 

p.m. 

ing, you may want to poke out into 

the river and watch! 

 

It is never too early to start plan-

ning:  SCYC’s annual Ocean 

Challenge will be October 10-11. 

More information will be available 

as we get closer to the event.  Until 

then, please contact Mark Newman 

with questions at 

mnewman@scyachtclub.com  

 

As with any regional race, all docu-

ments and registration forms can 

be found on the Regatta Network 

Calendar: 

https://www.regattanetwork.com/ht

ml/calendar.php 

 

mailto:charleslentrealty@gmail.com
mailto:sailbonnieblue@gmail.com
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/20203
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/20203
mailto:youngcms@yahoo.com
mailto:chasusher@comcast.net
mailto:chasusher@comcast.net
mailto:mnewman@scyachtclub.com
https://www.regattanetwork.com/html/calendar.php
https://www.regattanetwork.com/html/calendar.php


6 

 

Way back when contemporary music on 

the radio was good and you could fish in 

the saltwater around here without a 

license, a good friend of mine and I were 

looking for an adventure.  We decided to 

launch his Robalo runabout at the 

Houlihan Bridge boat ramp and head up 

the Savannah River.  Being young and 

full of inexperience, we added a twist.   

 

We decided to go upriver as far as we 

could until we ran out of gas - and then 

float back to the launch ramp.  We went 

up past the railroad bridge and I-95 and 

beyond the Ebenezer ramp and creek.  

Just as a side note, there used to be a 

scuttled wooden boat about 75 feet long 

on one of the Savannah River tributar-

ies.  I don’t remember where it was, but 

my friends and I would often come off 

the main river and tie up to that boat to 

explore the decking area.  We never 

went below because it was settled on the 

bottom and filled with water.  We 

stopped and explored that boat on this 

trip as well.   

 

MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

Anyway, we powered on up the 

river somewhere past Clyo - I’m 

not really sure where - and the 

Volvo Penta engine started sput-

tering and coughing and ran out 

of gas, just like we planned.  So 

we started drifting back toward 

Port Wentworth.   

 

All was well, quietly drifting 

down the river, when maybe 15 

minutes or so on our return trip a 

good Samaritan with a house on 

the riverbank hailed us.  He 

asked if we ran out of gas and we, 

of course, confirmed it.  He then 

offered us his lawnmower gas.   

 

Never to look a gift horse in the 

mouth, we took him up on the 

offer and paddled over.  We 

poured his gas into the boat, but 

he thought it was not enough to 

get us back, so he drove up to a 

gas station and filled his gas can 

for us again while we waited at 

the river.  What a nice guy! 

“PEANUT 

BUTTER 

FALCON” 
(Filmed in 

Savannah) 

 

“Peanut Butter Falcon" is a buddy 

movie, but it has the quality of a fable, 

even down to how it's shot by cinema-

tographer Nigel Bluck. The film takes 

place in a very specific locale. You can 

smell the salt and pollen and mold in 

the air. The waves, cornfields, marshes, 

crab pots - even the condition of Tyler's 

boat - comes from reality, not someone's 

idea of reality. Bluegrass, country 

songs, and gospel hymns punctuate the 

narrative. It's a fable, but a fable 

grounded in details - the here-and-now. 

Except for the "names," the film seems 

to be populated by many non-

professional actors, or at least 

people who actually live in the 

area. This makes a huge differ-

ence. Zac lives in the real world. 

Unlike so many disabled charac-

ters in film, Zac is not utilized as 

a symbol, a metaphor, or created 

to be "inspirational." He's the cen-

tral figure; he's outspoken and 

strong, funny and vulnerable. 

He's never had a friend before. He's 

always wanted to be "Bro Dawgs" 

with someone. Watching the relation-

ship develop with Tyler is one of the 

film's many pleasures.” 

 By Richard Armstrong 

(& Linda Howard) 

 

Just ask Scott Lawson who 

worked on the set! 

We never saw that man again, but 

“Thank you, mister!”  It sure made 

the trip back faster, and made put-

ting the boat back on the trailer eas-

ier! 
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SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

The Cockspur Island Lighthouse is one of 

five surviving historic lighthouses in 

Georgia.  The first structure on this islet of 

oyster shells and marsh grass was built 

between March 1837 and November 1839, 

and was used only as a day mark.  The 

first lighted structure was erected in 1839 

and a light was shown from various struc-

tures up until 1909.  This island hosted the 

second in a chain of lighthouses that 

safely guided many mariners into the 

south channel of the Savannah River, 

sending them on the remaining 12 miles of 

their journey to the port. 

 

In 1848, John Norris, a New York archi-

tect who designed the U.S. Customs 

House, the Mercer-Wilder House, and the 

Green-Meldrim House in downtown Sa-

vannah, was contracted to “repair, alter, 

and put up lanterns and lights...and erect a 

suitable keeper’s house” on Cockspur.  

When finished, the tower had a focal plane 

25 feet above sea level. Its light emanated 

from five lamps with 14-inch reflectors 

and was visible for nine miles.  Unfortu-

nately, this light burned for only a short 

time when both the tower and keeper’s 

house were devastated by a hurricane in 

1854. 

 

A new and improved tower was completed 

in 1856, the very same lighthouse we en-

joy today.  It was built upon the same 

foundation, but this time had a unique 

shape, like a ship’s prow, on the eastern 

side.  This design would withstand the 

tides, storms, and wakes from passing 

ships.  The tower now stood at 46 feet and 

housed a more powerful fifth-order Fres-

nel lens that would burn until the begin-

ning of the Civil War. 

 

The tower was in the direct line of fire 

during the siege of Ft. Pulaski on April 10, 

1862.  It stood between eleven batteries 

containing 36 guns and the fort, but only 

sustained minor damage.  The Union artil-

lerists had to fire shots at a high angle to 

effectively hit the fort walls, passing over 

the tower.  After the war, on April 25, 

1866, the beacon was relit and the tower 

painted white as a day mark. 

 

The Cockspur Island Lighthouse has ex-

perienced its share of stormy weather.  In 

1880, the tower was struck by lightning.  

On August 27, 1881, a massive storm,  

later known as the Sea Island Hurricane, 

brought a 23-foot storm surge that filled 

the lighthouse interior and destroyed the 

keeper’s residence.  The Great Hurricane 

of 1893 also descended upon the light-

house.   

 

On June 1, 1909, the beacon light was 

extinguished.  The port of Savannah had 

become increasingly busy.  Ships with 

deeper drafts were already using the north 

channel of the river exclusively.  The U.S. 

Coast Guard retained ownership of the 

tower until it was transferred to the Na-

tional Park Service in 1958 by presidential 

proclamation. 

 

In more recent history, the tower was re-

paired in a two-stage restoration effort 

which included a new lantern room, brick-

work repointed and repaired, and two 

coats of whitewash.  It was relit on March 

18, 2007, using a solar-powered beacon 

for historical, not navigational, purposes.  

The Cockspur Island Lighthouse and 

Lighthouse Island were closed in 2015 and 

can only be viewed at a distance by boat or 

by foot via the Lighthouse Trail at Ft. Pu-

laski. 
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Mercury outboard, motor, 2.5 hp, 4 stroke - $300 

Nissan outboard motor, 5 hp, 4 stroke - $300 

Tohatsu outboard 6 hp, 4 stroke - $400                 Rich Moore (mooregames1@comcast.net) 

J24 Spinnaker - $250 

J24 New Code Zero - $600 

 

Northill Storm Anchor, foldable and stainless steel. $250.  Call Tommy Howard,  

658-4281 

 

 

 

Looking for Code Zero in good condition for 40’ boat (contact Rich Moore 

at mooregames1@comcast.net) 

 

2020 OFFICERS 

FOR SALE 

Commodore ························· Stuart Gough  

Vice Commodore ················· Dawson Long  

Past Commodore ················· Kevin Quinn 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ························· Elke Quinn  

Cruise Chair ························· Judy Grissette  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last 

name of one of our members: 

G E L I S H N  

M T E H E __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

M O S E D N A H 

B I M H T L E 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398) 


